
HERTIAGE PLAQUE APPLICATION FOR 923 CEDAR, ELGIN IL 
 
Name: Jeanette and Timm Rose 
Building address: 923 Cedar Avenue  
Building name: Fred August Louis Wendler and Hulda Wendler House 
 
Current owner: Jeanette and Timm Rose 
Street address: 923 Cedar Avenue 
City, State, Zip: Elgin IL 60120  Daytime phone: 847 293-7748 
 
If applicant’s name is different from above: 
Name: 
Address: 
City, State, Zip:    Daytime phone: 
 
Original owner: Fred August Louis Wendler and Hulda Wendler 
Date of construction: 1926 
Architect (if known):  
Builder (if known):  
Legal description: lot 6 of Burdick and Spillards addition 
 
Check if attached: 
__x__ Statement of Value 
 
__x__ Building Alterations 
 
__x__ Photograph 
 
 
Legal description: lot 6 of Burdick and Spillards addition.  The subdivision was 
platted in 1890. 
Original use: two family dwelling  
Current use: two family dwelling  
Secondary structures: 2 car garage 
 
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE 
Fred August Louis Wendler and Hulda Wendler bought lot 6 and the adjoining lot 7 in 
1914, and took out a mortgage in 1916 for the construction of a residence at 919 Cedar 
Avenue. They lived here until they built the two-family residence at 923 Cedar Avenue, 
mortgaging both lot 6 and 7 to pay for the $10,000 2-family dwelling. They took out 
another mortgage on 919 in 1926 and repaid it when they sold 919 to Franz and Ina 
Romeis in 1930. Elgin Building Reports published in the Daily News October 1, 1925, a 
permit was issued for construction of this house. Cost was listed as $10,000. 
The 1927-28 City Directory shows the Wendlers as resident owners of 923, and Mrs. 
Elizabeth Tuck as tenant.  The Wendlers were apparently victims of the Great 
Depression, taking out additional financing on 923 Cedar in 1930 and 1934.  Fred 
Wendler was a letter carrier for the post office. 
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The Fred Wendler’s parents resided in Elgin at 1010 Center Street. William C. Wendler 
married Annie S. and fathered 7 children. Annie died I on 7/7/1936. William died on 
5/10/1937. Fred was the executor of his father’s estate, which included a $2500 property 
at Lot 15 Block 3 of Slade’s Addition to Elgin (1010 Center Street). Children of William 
Wendler listed in probate records included: 
 Fred L Wendler, 923 Cedar Avenue, Elgin, letter carrier 
 Amanda (Max) Mick, 406 Jefferson, Elgin 
 Anna Wendler, 1010 Center Street, Elgin; watch factory employee 
 George W Wendler, 318 W Adams, Elgin; Watch factory employee 
 Viola Vitales, Daniels Avenue, Elgin 
 Edward W. Wendler, 921 Logan, Elgin; Illinois Watch Case employee 
 Herbert W. Wendler, 347 St Charles Street, Elgin; Watch factory employee 
It is interesting to note how many of Fred’s siblings worked at the watch factory or the 
watchcase factory, two of Elgin’s largest employers. 
 
The Fred Wendlers remained in one unit of 923 Cedar until 1949, when they sold the 
property to Irven (or Irwin) J. Steve and his wife.  
 
Irwin Steve built the Sears “Rodessa” model at 432 Adams in 1929, and lived there until 
1936. At that time, he was a machinist at Elgin Manufacturing Company. The Steve 
family occupied one of the units at 923 Cedar  until 1946, and then rented the 2 units to a 
series of tenants, including Donald F. Tegner. The Steves sold to Elizabeth and Frank 
Albright in 1960. Elizabeth died in 1967. Thereafter, the property passed to Gary F. 
Teets. According to city directories, the two units were occupied by a series of non-owner 
tenants including James and Lillian McCarty.  Until the current owners purchased the 
property from Earl Teets L.L.C. in 2014, it was apparently not owner-occupied. 
 
ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE 
This two-story brick clad structure has a hipped roof. Both stories featured porches. The 
windows are identical on each story, a good indication that it was originally constructed 
as a two-unit property, one unit downstairs and one upstairs. All in all, it is a sturdy, 
practical dwelling. 
 
The simple building has a few Arts and Crafts features such as wide overhanging eaves, 
paired windows, and sash windows with multiple lights over a single light. The front door 
is an Arts and Crafts door, featuring full glazing with muntins in a geometric design. 
Original door hardware is Arts and Crafts style. 
 
 
BUILDING ALTERATIONS 
Over the years, there appear to have been almost no exterior alterations. The original 
wood roof was replaced with wood shingle in 1941, and was probably replaced with 
asphalt shingle in 1961 or 1963. The sheathing boards in the roof are now 1’x6’ tongue 
and groove. 
 



 
Permits on file with the City of Elgin 
4/5/26: electrical installation (Wendler) 
4/6/1939: residential card indicating a 2-story 2-family structure with a garage 
9/27/1941: re-roof with wood (Wendler) 
9/27/1967: roof repair (Albright) 
3/23/1962: water heater (Albright) 
1/14/1963: roof repair (Albright) 
1967: heating installation (Earl Teets) 
10/1/1972: new electric service (Earl Teets) 
 
 
 
History of ownership from Kane County Tract Books 
Charles Winchester sold the lot 6 and 7 Fred A. and Hulda Wendler May 13, 1914 
Mortgage to the Wendlers January 20, 1926 for construction of 923 Cedar (lot 6) 
Sale of 919 Cedar to Franz and Ina Romeis October 14, 1930 
Sale of 923 Cedar to Irven J Steve January 26, 1949 
Sale of 923 Cedar to Elizabeth and Frank Albright June 7, 1960. 
In 1967, and the property passed to Gary G. Teets 
 
Attachments 
Photographs of house 
Plat of Survey 
Sanborn map 1913 showing vacant lot at 923 Cedar 
Sanborn map 1933 showing existing house at 923 Cedar 
Deed for purchase of lots 6 and 7 Burdick and Spillards Addition (923 and 919 
Cedar) 
Deed for construction of 923 Cedar 
1916 Tract book record showing mortgage to Fred Wendler for construction of 
919 Cedar  
1926 Tract book record showing mortgage to Fred Wendler for construction of 
923 Cedar 
1923-24 Elgin City Directory showing no house at 923 Cedar 
1927-28 Elgin City Directory showing Fred Wendler as resident owner and 
Elizabeth Tuck as tenant at 923 Cedar 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 



 



 
 
  



 

 



 
 



 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 

 
 



 
 
 


