Building Plaque Application

Name : .
Building Address 631 Center St.
Building Name . ‘
(for public/commercial structures)
Current Owner Dennis Roxworthy
rabey 845 N. Grove Av. Dot Ay
City i Elgin ‘ et =8 : State Zip_
If applicant’s name is different from above:
Name : : Daytime Phone
Address : City __ State Zip
Ohiginil Onesi e s Wiuim Brig_gs R R PR e o
Date of Consu‘uction 3 1§08 et
Architect (if lmown) : = o
Builder G known) Charles Rippberger
Check if attached:

(x| Statement 0f Value

Please review the criteria on page 5. The Elgin Heritage Commission uses these criteria to review your
application and award a plaque. Attach an explanation of the historical and architectural value of the building.
Attach photocopies of relevant materials such as copies of Sanborn maps, original property deeds and City
Directory listings. Applications without these requirements will not be con51dered by the Elgin Heritage

Commission.

‘[x ] Building Alteratiuns f : T _
Describe any alterations to the exterior of the building and include dates. Attach description to the
application.

[x ] Photograph

Include a recent photograph in which the building is clearly v131ble Additional photographs deplctmg a
close up and details of decorative features are helpful. :

Stipulations ' -

If the building is not awarded a plaque, the application fee of $15.00 will be refunded.

This application and submitted materials shall be retained by the City of Elgin as a part of the permanent
record of the building. ;
- The Elgin Heritage Commission has the authorlty' to edit and publish the 1nformat1on subrmtted in the
application. This does not prohibit others from using the information.

~ When awarded, the plaque will remain the property of the City and cannot be altered or removed from the

building. It is-the Cltys I'ESpODSlblllty to replace the plaque if and when the situation warrants it. '

In addition to agreeing to the above stipulations, the undersigned attests that the information prov1ded is,

to the best of h1s/her«h)ledge ﬁte
v 19 —% ¢
Owner’s Signature — L L Date M

- / Ay : W -
Signed Wwy Ve /@[zﬂ{fk A5 ot ;7-,2/7-%?

7

J



Historical/Architectural

M.L. Joslyn's Addition to Elgin was bounded on the east
by Prospect St., the south by Jefferson Ave., and the west
by Spring St. It did not extend fully north to Lovell St.,
and was divided into 2 parts through the middle by Center
St. The 1903 Sanborn Map shows block 1 of the addition
divided into lots with a large piece facing Center St.
having no houses.

Charles Rippberger, a German immigrant, had gone into
the real estate development and loan business in the late
1880's, focusing his efforts north of KimballSt. and west
of the Dundee Road. He bought a piece of M.L. Joslyn's
Addition--from the northeast corner of Jefferson and Center,
north to the northern 1limit of the addition--the piece
facing Center St. with no houses. The area was named
"Charles Rippberger's Re-subdivision of parts of lots 4, 5,
13, and 14 in Block 1 of M.L. Joslyn's Addition to Elgin"
in 1905. A house immediately followed at 619 Center St. as
a wedding gift to daughter Clara and her husband Simon
Peterson. Another house at 625 Center was built by Louis
Rahn. 1In 1908, William and Lenna Briggs built a 2 story
house for $2700 at 631 Center. Mr. Briggs was employed by
the Cook Publishing Company which had recently opened its
new facility on River St. ( North Grove Ave.).

Mr. Rippberger continued to build houses and loan money
to buy them until his death in 1915. His son, Walter, con-
tinued the Charles Rippberger Co. in partnership with Sam
Peterson, his brother-in-law. They invested money in farm
properties besides residential development and in 1925, found
themselves in a pickle. They had used homeowner's loan re-
payments to cover losses on the farm investments, juggling
the books to hide it. The day before Christmas 1925 found
the Charles Rippberger Co. bankrupt and closed--leaving
hardworking and unsuspecting homeowners in the 1lurch.

Sam Peterson paid a fine. Walter Rippberger 1landed
in Joliet Penitentiary for 6 years. Charles Rippberger
probably rolled over in his grave.

The next owners of 631 Center St. kept the house from
1910 to 1953. The property changed hands until bought in
1998 by Dennis Roxworthy, a recipient of the Mayor's Award
for his restoration/rehabilitation efforts in Elgin. In his
able hands, the house has been re-done both inside and out.

mmh/apr98



Architectural

All of the houses built by Charles Rippberger in this
Center St. grouping are in the same style.

The house is square, has a hipped roof with hipped dor-
mers. It is covered with narrow clapboards and has 1little
to no detail, making for a plain appearance. The house built
for Rippberger's daughter at 619 Center on the other hand
is much "fancier." A 3 sided bay on the front of the house
is concealed by the enclosed front porch, done sometime
after the construction of the house. The original rounded
porch columns were found under the front porch. Overall,
the house is of the Colonial Revival style, "Classic Box,"
"American Foursquare," popular in the early part of this
century.



"AFIELD GUIDE TO

AMERI

~ THE GUIDE THAT ENABLES YOU TO IDENTIFY, AND PLACE IN THEIR/
| HISTORIC AND ARCHITECTURAL CONTEXTS, THE HOUSES YOU SEE IN'
- YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD OR IN YOUR TRAVELS ACROSS AMERICA—HOUSES
- BUILT FOR AMERICAN FAMILIES (RICH, POOR, AND IN—BETWEEN)
|| IN CITY AND COUNTRYSIDE, FROM THE 17TH CENTURY TO THE PRES




uently

iIrs

y with

ECLECTIC HOUSES

Colonial Revival

1880-1955%

IDENTIFYING FEATURES
Accentuated front door, normally with decorative crown (pediment ) supported by pi-
lasters, or extended forward and supported by slender columns to form entry porch;
doors commonly have overhead fanlights or sidelights; facade normally shows symmetri-
cally balanced windows and center door (less commonly with door off-center); windows
J with double-hung sashes, usually with multi-pane glazing in one or both sashes; win-
dows frequently in adjacent pairs.

— U

PRINCIPAL SUBTYPES
/ Nine principal subtypes can be distinguished. Some examples may be almost identical to
their colonial (particularly Georgian and Adam) prototypes. Clues for distinguishing

balanced Revival copies from early originals are given below under Variants and Details.

enter
monly with

)

ASYMMETRICAL—About 10 percent of Colonial Revival houses have asymmetrical facades, a
feature rarely seen on their colonial prototypes. These asymmetrical examplés ringe
from rambling, free-form houses resembling the free classic Queen Anne style (see pages
276-9) to simple boxes with asymmetrical window or porch arrangements. Prior to 1900
this subtype accounted for about one-third of all Colonial Revival houses. After 1910 few
examples were constructed until the 1930s, when irregular facades reappeared with less
elaborate detailing. These were, in part, inspired by the desire for attached garages,
which were difficult to incorporate within a balanced facade.

HIPPED ROOF WITH FULL-WIDTH PORCH—ADbout one-third of Colonial Revival houses built
before about 1915 are of this subtype, which is sometimes called the Classic Box. These
have a one-story, full-width porch with classical columns, which is added to a symmetri-

[ cal, two-story house of square or rectangular plan. Two-story pilasters are common at the

corners; dormers, hipped or gabled, are usually present. Doors may be centered or placed

to the side. These houses have both Neoclassical and Colonial Revival influences, but
lack the full-height porches of typical Neoclassical houses.

HIPPED ROOF WITHOUT FULL-WIDTH PORCH—ADbout 2§ percent of Colonial Revival houses
are simple two-story rectangular blocks with hipped roofs; porches are usually absent or,
if present, are merely small entry porches covering less than the full facade width. This
subtype, built throughout the Colonial Revival era, predominates before about 1910. On
early examples, the colonial detailing tended to be highly exaggerated and of awkward
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ahiﬁ 3’1")?111“1‘9 munl’ﬁﬂl’ﬂy, That the Grantor -8 ,we ,Charles Rippberger and Sophia Rippberger,

hia wife,
of the City of Elgin in the Covuty of Kano and State of Illinod
for and in considerntion of the snm of Eight Hundred ($800.060) DOLILARS,
in mnd paid, CONVEY and WARRANT to
Wm.G.Briges !
I
afthe  Clty of Elgin County of Eane and State of Illinois

the fellowing described Real Estate, to-wit :

Lot five (5) of Chas.Rippterger's Resubdivision of parts of Lota 4,5,13 & 14 Blook one (1) M.T.
Joslyn's Addition to Elgin,Kane County,Illinois.

situated in the City of Elgin inthe County of Kane in the State of Dlinois, hereby releasing and waiving all rights
under and by virtue of the Homestead Exemption Laws of this State, 0 f Illinois.

. —

Dated this socond day af April A, f). Igr)e.]
Signed. Sealed and Delivered in the Presence of ) Charles “Ri ppl'n'rpbr WEAL
{ Sophia Rippborgnr m
) Em

STATE OF 1LLINOIS )

Oounty of Runo (' /. Clare L.Peterson a Notary Publio
f1t aned for sard Connty, in the Ntate aforesaid, DO HERERY CERTILY, That

Charl ] ] :
(Tare T Psterson) arles Rippberger and ophia Rippberger,bis wi fe,

( Notary Publio )
(Elgin,Kane County, )
{ Illinois. )

pevsonally fuoren to e to be the same porsoilB woliose nnere B8 aroc subscribed to the

Soregoing insteuntent, appearcd before me this day (n person, aud acknorwledyed that the Ysigned, sealed and

delivered the safd fustrument as their Sree and voluntary act, for the uses and prrposes

thevetn set forth, ineluding the release and waiver of the rigrht of homestead.
Crven under my hand and No tarial Seal, this Beoond day of April Ao g 8B,
Claru I.Poterson

Notary Publlic.



