Building Plague Application

Name i ‘
Buildng Addseis v s /05 < Wi Chvnpiiag . T 1L
Building Name . ‘ : / : :
. (for public/commercial structures)
i Orn e N eSS AN, B&‘%
Date of Construetion __ 1&E. O’
Architect (if known) ____
Builder (if known) -
Check if attached:

(%] Statement 0f Value

Please review the criteria on page 5. The Elgin Heritage Commission uses these criteria to review your
application and award a plaque. Attach an explanation of the historical and architectural value of the building.
Attach photocopies of relevant materials such as copies of Sanborn maps, original property deeds and City
Directory listings. Applications without these requirements will not be considered by the Elgin Heritage

Commission.

« | Building Alteratmns

Describe any alterations to the exterior of the building and include dates. Attach descnpuon to the
application. :

- [x] Photograph s

Include a recent photograph in which the building is clearly visible. Additional photographs depicting a
close up and details of decorative features are helpful.

Stipulations

If the building is not awarded a plaque, the applicatian fee ofSlS 00 will be refunded.

This application and submitted materials shall be retained by the City of Elgin as a part of the permanent
record of the building. -

The Elgin Heritage Commission has the authorlty to edit and publish the information submitted in the
application. This does not prohibit others from using the information. -

When awarded, the plaque will remain the property of the City and cannot be altered or removed from the
building. It is the City’s responsibility to replace the plaque if and when the situation warrants it.

In addition to agreeing to th&/above sripulations, gie undersigned attests that the information pmvided is,

to the best of his/hef knowledge; ac

Owner’s Signature _ Date /ﬂ’Z F-o / D
. Signed 77% 777 /M > : Pate. AL IRl G
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Historical/Architectural

In the 1840’s, James T. Gifford’s Original Plat of Elgin extended east from the Fox River to
Chapel Street. Others quickly followed in buying property and annexing it to Elgin, gradually
extending the eastern boundary of the growing city. Jonathan Hinsdell’s contribution was
Hinsdell’s Addition, bounded on the north and south by North and Division Streets, and on the
west and east by Gifford and Channing Streets. The addition was divided within itself by Hinsdell
Place, running north to south.

The south east corner of block 1 of Hinsdell’s Addition contained lots 6 and 7. In 1882, E.
Nortin Miller, executor of the last will and testament of Jonathan Hinsdell (died 1874), sold the
north half of lots 6 and lot 7 to Charles Sandberg, then a bachelor. A year later, Mr. Sandberg
took out a mortgage on the property, likely to finance the house he built there. Records indicate
that other houses were built on Channing Street in Hinsdell’s Addition around the same time. All
of the houses along Channing Street from Division Street to North Street look alike, except for
one, lending further support to the probable date of construction.

The Elgin City Directory of 1878-79 lists Charles Sandberg with no address; then in 1884-85,
he is listed at 60 N. Channing Street. When the City of Elgin completed its adjustment of the
address numbering system in 1894, the address became 108 N. Channing.

Charles Sandberg (there are various spellings of the last name; this one is accurate), a Swedish
immigrant, worked for the Illinois Condensing Company owned by the Borden family, for 43 '
years according to his obituary in the Elgin Daily Courier, June 26, 1916. When Charles’ wife,
Hannah, died in 1912, the Sandberg family relocated to Rockford, Illinois. Charles died in 1916.
The family home stayed in possession of the Sandberg’s until sold by Charles’ daughter Maude in
1919. Ownership of the house changed seven more times to the present.

Architectural

Italianate features seen on the house are the low pitched roof, paired windows in the second
story, and the bay window on the south side of the house. Additional details are vertical banding,
window surrounds in a simple decorative style and a diamond shaped window in the north wall
along the inner staircase. The house contains numerous windws in several different sizes on the
south side, perhaps to let in as much light as possible. The 1897 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map
indicates a wrap around porch on the front and south sides, now gone. This can explain the
hipped roof with decorative brackets now over the front door. An addition was made where the
wrap around porch used to be. It is a good example of making an addition to a house in a historic
district while retaining the historic nature of the house.There is an alley behind all the houses
along Channing Street allowing one to see the drop in elevation which prompted the need for
walk-out basement entries. 120 N. Channing Street is almost identical to 108.

mmh/oct01



front facade.jpg
433x291x16M jpeg

108 N. Channing.jpg
429x287x16M jpeg
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