TELEPHONE 708/831-8100

ln FAX 708/931-5610
FOR HEARING MIPAIRED
TOD 708/9031-5616

CITY OF ELGIN 150 DEXTER COURT ELGIN, ILLINOIS 80120-5555

Dear Plaque Applicant:

The Elgin City Council and the Elgin Heritage Commission welcome
your interest in our plaguing program for historic structures.
Please keep in mind these structures can be residential or
commercial and do not have to be in the Elgin Historic District.
The enclosed materials are intended to assist you in dating your

building and applying for a plague.
Enclosed are the following materials:

). a two-page application;

) the criteria used to determine if a building qualifies,
)

)

an outline of the plaquing process;
a guide to researching and dating a building.

If you are reluctant to begin research because you are not sure a
building will qualify for a plague or if you have difficulty
finding required information, please contact the Preservation
Specialist in the Department of Code Administration at 931-5943

to discuss your concerns.

A $15.00 application fee, payable to the City of Elgin, should be
submitted with your application. You will be informed by mail if
your building has qualified and this letter will confirm the
wording on the plagque. The information will be given to our sign
painter and the plagque will be forwarded to you when completed.
If the structure has not gualified, your application fee will be
refunded.

We appreciate your interest In the Elgin Building Plague Program
and wish you the best of luck in your research.

&

Sincerely, f\\/
/

U_Y

TIN

THE ELGIN HERITAGE COMMISSION



ELGIN BUILDING PLAQUE PROGRAM
APPLICATION

BUILDING'S ADDRESS 1038 Bellevue Ave.

BUILDING'S NAME

(for public/commerical structures)

Owvmer Jeff Miller

sani.
(Street) (City) (State) (Zip)

If you are submitting an application for a building which you do mot own, include
your name, address and phone number in the space below.

PHOTOGRAPH
Include a recent photograph in which the building is clearly visible.

DOCUMENTATION
Note the sources that establish the validity of the information requested on the
following page.

Attach photocopies of relevant material.
Sources should be clearly identified and the relevant parts marked.

If information is obtained from persons, attach statements signed by them as well
as information that establishes them as qualified to attest to the historical and/

or architectural value of the building.

National Register of Historic Places
Illincis Register of Historic Places
Illinois State Survey of Historic Places
Recorder of Deeds, Kane County _oyhibit A
Sanborn Maps -exhibit F -
Subdivision Plats -Exhibit B

City Directories - exhibits C

Building Permits

Newspaper Building Reports

Elgin Today

Elgin: An American History

X A Field Guide to American Houses -exhibit D

| b k] )

Other (please specify):
X- City issued certificates substantiating construction date-exhibit E


sundquist_c
Rectangle


ORIGINAL OWNER Arbbar—Ttrovd-ae—
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION 1946

ARCHITECT (if known)

BUILDER (if known) levine and Lamp

STATEMENT OF VALUE

Review the criteria the Heritage Commission considers in awarding a plaque.
Then attach an explanation of the historical and/or architectural value of the
building.

exhibits G and H

BUILDING ALTERATIONS

Describe any alterations that have been made to the exterior of the building.
If the dates of them are known, include them.

second story added post 1946 construction

STIPULATIONS
1f the building is not awarded a plaque, the application fee will be refunded.

This application and the materials submitted with it shall be retained by the
City of Elgin as a part of the permanent record of the building.

The Elgin Heritage Commission has the authority to edit and publish the infor-
mation in the submitted application. This does not in any way prohibit others'
use of the material.

The plaque, when awarded, will remain the property of the City of Elgin and shall
not in any way be altered. It will be the city's responsibility to replace the
plaque when the situation warrants it.

In addition to agreeing to the above stipulations, the undersigned attests that
the infor.:tion provided in this application is, to the best of his/her know-
ledge, accurate.

<
7 7 (s
Signature 7_,2,/ Ly 5?’(/{._\ Date /~ /5 - %
///] L‘Kj 5)

Date




Historical

Elgin's far north end developed out of farm lands owned

by Seymour, Boag, McBride, Tefft, Lovell, etc. The area
became filled in with houses at a more leisurely pace than
the areas immediately surrounding the original plat of the
town. Richard Botsford, a well known Elgin attorney, in
partnership #ith William Grote and David Sherwood bought
a piece of property platted, annexed to the city, and named
"R.N. Botsford's Addition to Elgin in 1891.It was bounded
on the north and south by Congdon and Cooper Aves. and

on the east by the Dundee Rd. (Ave.). The west boundary
was Grote and Church's 2nd Addition-part of Cedar Ave.

To the south was GrandView Addition, lending an English
translation to the name of a street within the area-Bellevue
Ave. Perhaps the person who so named the addition and the
street was awed by seeing the exoanse of land leading down
a slope to the eastern edge of the Fox River!

Lot5, block 5 of Botsford's Addition laid vacant for
over 55 years. The estate of William Grote, in 1921, in-
cluded this lot and in Januaryi%“the lot was acquired by
Arthur Levine, a prolific builder in Elgin, A certificate
of occupancy and compliance issued in May of 1946, indi-
cates a house at 1038 Bellevue. An inspection report from
November 1946 for electrical work further supports a house there
at the time. The 1945 city directory indicates all of the
addresses on Bellevue except for 1038! Why did that lot stay
empty for so long? February 1947 brings an owner to the
house in William Archer, who promptly sold it to Karl
Sommermeyer in June 1947.

Mr. Sommermeyer was a patent attorney for McGraw Electric, makers
of the famous Toastmaster toaster. By 1962, Sommermeyer was gone from
the home and it then came under the ownership of Mrs. Beth Ferguson,

a physical education teacher at Elgin High School.

mmh/apro6



1038 Bellevue AvVe.

The house is side gabled and clad in prick. It is two stories
with the gsecond story added later. There is 2 small gabled
dormer in the second level roof positioned over the "Chi-
cago Window" in the first floor facade to provide balance
to the overall 100K of the houseée. The front entrance is
highlighted by 2 front gabled roof 1line over the door and
a small window next to it. There is a fireplace chimney
on the south end of the house. The simplicity of the house
and its similarity to others of the post-World War 2 era
suggests 2 working man's house, made available to people
of modest means and with materials which became more more
plentiful following the end of the war. Being a brick house
with a prominent chimneyed fireplace, it implies more
status than a wood clad, frame structure.

Overall, the house suggests the Modern, Minimal Tra-
ditional style.



TRUS TERB' 8 DEFELD

e
3 THIS INDENTURE, hade thia 18th day ofJanuary A . D. 1948, >
Q between THE PIRST HATIONAL ’ gin, I1Y1indis, a

i national banking association with truet powers, organ‘zod under the
™ laws of the Urii.,d tzitea of Americ:, the Trustae nam d pursunnt to

the provisicne »f a deod in trust duly dnlivevnd t¢ #uid nesceiaticn
and recorded in the R~uorder's Officos ¢ Kane rouniy, Illirc.u, in

— Book 1047 Page B73 Dooument iic. 408,882 in pursuance of a
; w5 certain Truet Agreement daiead Jung/igﬁh_195§r—¥neln§§5 Trust YNo.

2 gﬁ 330, party of tho first part, and-—ARTHUR R. LEVIER,,

o of ¢the O0Oity of Elgin  in +he Coun ne and State of
{: Eg Illinoie,

party of the seoond part,

A WITHESSETH, That the party of tha firet part in consideration
2 of the sum of Ten Dollars and other good and sufficient sonnideri-
tions in Land paid does hereby grant, eell, convey and qui‘-olaim
unto the party of the mecond part

the following described rsanl estate situste in the City of plein
County of Kane and State of Illinols, to wit:

Lot Pive {8) in Block Five (V) in R. N. BOTSFORD'S
/" ADDITION TO ELGIN, in the Olty of Elgin, Kane Oounty, I1linois,

7 as per plat thereof of record in the Recorder's Office of Kane |
Q:tm/ty, I1l1inois; -

‘——'/
S

together with the tenemonte and appurtensncss thereunto belonging.

TO HAVE AND TO HOULD the sare unto anid party of ths sacond
part foraver.

This deod is exeouted pursuant to and in the egercise of the
power and authority granted to and vested in said trustee by the
terms of said desed in trust delivered to said trustee in pursusnoce
of the Trust Agreerent aforesaid mentiorod.

- Thie deed 1m subject to any and all encumbrances of record,
if any, at the date of the delivery hereof.

¥ WITNESS WHEREOF, Said marty of the firet part has caused
ite oorporate seal to be herato affixed, and has ocaused its nama
o be signed to these presents by its Vice Preesident an® attested
by sts Oashier the day and year first above w.itten.

'"~%1$ U. S. revenue THE FIRST NATIOFAL BANK OF EL:iIi,
LR

o ehsd. Trunlegs/as aforesald
\ .

(../] /’/'G'F Prenideht
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'STATE OF TLLI) 0TS}
COUNTE CP K AN I

1, Banltm € Hox a Hotary Pwlieifn
and for said Jounty, in the Siate eforaseanid, 4o heredy cors
that A. J. Wilkening, Vioe Presideont, and Martin Soybold,
Cashier of The Piret Rationsl Bank of Elgin, a national banz-
ing anscolation, perponally known %0 me to be the same perasens
whoen nanenr are suwaoribed to the foregoing inetmment ns suol
Vice President and as such Oashier, respectively,
appearsd before ma this day in pereon ard acknewloedgsd that
they signed and delivered the osid instrumant no thoir own fres
und velustavy aot, and as the free and voluatary mot of said
agsoolation, for the useas and puwrposen thereln ot ferth; and
the said Oashler did aleso them and there acknowledge
that he, ae oustodian of the ocornorate seal of cald ascoolavion,
did affiz the maid corgmto seal of anid aceoniation to eaid
instrument as his own freoe and voluntery aot, and as the e

and voluntary aot of sald assooiation, for tie veos and pur-
poses thereln mat forth. ;

o Given unden my hand and notarisl eeal
thie /7" 4ay ef January , A, p, 104e.
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TuNC o, Hotary Publio
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of the __ Clty ot — . Elgin — — Countyof —— Kene — Swmeeof —TI11inols —

for v 3l : { of Ten Dellars and other valuable consideration in hiwd paid Convey___and Warrant__

to. . ALLAGE. ... m"a_@ And.MARTAN..C.. ARCHER, husbend.and Wfe, ..
)\ of the ————  City of Elgin Courr*y of ... Kane .. Stmteof—. I1linols. -

| 9108 in Tenancy in common but in JOINT TENANCY, tha followsing described Real Fstatae, to-wit: - T ==

| e 4

d. MOLLY LEV'I!EE, hils wiro,

|

g Lot 5 in Bloek 5 of R. N. Botsford's Addition to Elgin

AT s q‘u\.ﬂ': /

W the . City . of — EBlgin.___ Cowmyof .. Kane ____  jnthe Stats of lilinois,

hereby exprossly daclaring shas 1bo estata conveyed shall pass, not in tenancy in common, but in joint tenancy, and hereby

relsasing and waiving all rights under and by virtue of she Homer.0ad Exemption Laws of the State of Ilinois.

—— This gonveyance 1s subjooct to genersl taxes subsequent to those for the
yoar 1946,

........................................................................ [SRAL] e s e s TR

Hitata of Dlinelr, |
Kare County (19, T, the undereigned,n Notary Pubide in, and for rald County and Btate aforesald, DO HEREBY CERTIFY, that

VWT\TJFJJFRT‘\HF FYINE. and. JOLLY. LE“T.EI . T I o T . peveonally known to mr to he the samo personfl
whoaa nmm-.’.’s..&tf.a;mbzcribed te the foregolng Insteument, appeared before imoe his day In person and
acimowladged thatwbh. 60 . zon. sigined, secled nad doltver~d the aald nstrument sa.=Ehe L free

end valimtass aat far $ha vesn and murnasas Shasaln sat farth Inaludine tha nalanes and s -lwaw a2 tha
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WARRANTY DEFD — JOINT TENANCY 4355 i 7 ,
. HH“‘-\\ ol [
THE GRANTO 7 WALLACE B, AR{C_HER_:Emd MARIAN C. ARCHER, each for himself and LD
herselfl a each as t -spouse of the other and as joint tonants,
. ¢
b
of the —CitY o Of —— Elgin County of ———— —  Kane — State Of-Illinols—] ?’ N
‘ . figont
fon}djn-ecns‘ 1 of Ten Dollars and other valuable consideration in hand paid Convey.~ and Warrant-— ‘{‘3 Sk
e ESs
“{to.~KARL H, SOMMERMEYER and ELVERA G. SOMMERMEYER, husband and wife,—— T |
e —_— 3, ‘:‘ 1
T T T it aiahamtiein Mearens by sk AR RS R A TR AT R A SRRl S b tossspestsemmescbinm skl ,.] 2 ol
ofthe — City of Elgin County of Kane ————- State of-I111inois 4 ._,-T
not in Tenancy in Common but in JOINT TENANCY, the [ollowing described Real Estate, to-wit: X “ % e
il /
A
——eeeee—— L0t % In Block 5 of R, N, Botaford's Addltion to
Elzin,
——— e e n_nr'vrf_'cunv- mn,m.,“n”* -.’
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e -". 3
fﬂmén the —— Clty - — of —— — Elgin - . . Coumty of-— ¥nne .- .—— inthe State of llinois, &
bereby expres:ly declaring that the estate conveyed shall pass, not in tenancy in commen, but in fjoint tenancy, and herchy R
releasing and weiving all sights under and by virtue of the Homestead Exemption Laws of the State of Hlinois, i A
——Thiz conveyance !5 subjJect to pgeneral taxes subsequent to those for the ' ‘

year 1045,

Dated this, 7==R.ITA ——=..day of . s dMWNC e A D, 19 8T o {
.............................................................. [SEAL]
....................................................................... [SEAL) B
........................................................................ [SEAL} S RIS | L) £V | ;

State of Illinois, } I, the undersigned, a Notary Public in, and for sald County and State aforesald, DO HERERY CERTIFY, that
Kane County £S
WALLACE F. ARCHER and MARIAN C. ARCHER, each for himself and herself ani each 1
asthespouseoi‘theotheriggasJointtenants,_pmma“y known to me to be the same persond.. ‘
whose nnme..ﬂ.[..'.. subscribed to the foregoing listrument, appeared before me this day In person and e
acknowledged that . %h X —. signed, sealed and dellvered said instrument ns.=—==thai L e
free and voluntary aet, for the uses and purposes therein set forth, including the release and waiver of
the right of homestead. -
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“Service With A Smile” Established 1889

McClure & Struckman Co,

LUMBER AND BUILDING MATERIAL
ALL KINDS OF INSULATION
Office and Yards: N. Grove Ave. and Kimbell St Phone 12§
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348 ELGIN CITY DIRECTORY
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GUIDE TO

THE GUIDE THAT ENABLES YOU T0 IDENTIFY, AND PLACE IN THEIR |
HISTORIC AND ARCHITECTURAL CONTEXTS, THE HOUSES YOU SEE IN |
YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD OR IN YOUR TRAVELS ACROSS AMERICA—HOUSES
BUILT FOR AMERICAN FAMILIES (RICH, POOR, AND IN-BETWEEN ),

IN CITY AND COUNTRYSIDE, FROM THE 17TH CENTURY TO

THE PRESENT
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AMERICAN TTOUSES SINCIC 1940

Modern

ca. 1935 to present

Most domestic building ceased between 1941 and 1945 as the United States prepared for
and fought World War 11. When construction resumed in 1946, houses based on histori-

4 cal precedent were largely abandoned in favor of new variations of the modern styles that
had only begun to flourish in the pre-war years. The carliest of these, the Minimal ‘T'ra-
ditional style, was a simplificd form loosely based on the previously dominant T'udor
style of the 19205 and "30s. Like Tudor houses, these generally have a dominant front
: gable and massive chimneys, but the steep Tudor roof pitch is lowered and the facade is
y simplified by omitting most of the traditional detailing. These houses first became popu-
! lar in the late 19305 and were the dominant style of the post-war "4os and early '50s. By
h the early 1950s they were being replaced by the Ranch style, which dominated American
domestic building through the "60s and is still popular in many parts of the country.
These are one-story houses with very low-pitched roofs and broad, rambling facades.
; Some lack decorative detailing, but most have decorative shutters, porch-roof supports,
or other detailing; these are usually loosely based on colonial precedents. Also during the
1950s the closely related Split Level style, with half-story wings and sunken garages,
began to emerge. These generally have some traditional decorative detailing but their un-
A usual form clearly marks them as modern houses. A somewhat less common modern

style, the Contemporary, completely eschews traditional form and detail, and was partic-
: ularly favored in architect-designed houses of the 1950s, '60s, and early '70s. These gen-
8 erally have wide eave overhangs and either flat roofs or low-pitched roofs with broad,
low, front-facing gables. Exposed supporting beams and other structural members are
common. Contrasting wall materials and textures, and unusual window shapes and place-
ments are also typical features. The most recent of the modern styles is the Shed style.
Like the Contemporary, this style eschews traditional detail and is most common in ar-
chitect-designed houses of the late 1960s and "jos. It is characterized by one or more
shed-roofed elements, usually of moderate to high pitch, which dominate the facade and
give the effect of several geometric forms shoved together.

The five styles described above are by far the most common modern styles built
since 1940. Many additional modern designs have, however, appeared through this pe-
riod. Some have been dominated by regional design considerations or legacies, while
others have been inspired by energy-conservation considerations or by new and experi- |
mental advances in building technology. [
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American Houses Sinee 1940: Maodern

MINIMAL TRADITIONAL (¢a 1yt 40)

With the evonmmie |Jr|m-u|uu ol the vy s came this compromise style
which reflects the form of toadivonal Felectie hoses, bt lacks chen deco
rative detailing, Roof pitehes are fow or irermediate, rather than steep as
n the preceding Todor sivle Faves and vake are close, vather than over
hanging as i the sueceeding Ranch sevle: Usaallv, b non always, there is
a large chimney and ar least one frontfacing gable, hoth echoing Tudor
features, I fact, many examples suggest Tudor cottages with the rool
line lowered and detailing removed Fhese Tonses were bailt in great num
bers i the years immediately preceding and Tollowmg World War 11 they
commaonly dominate the large trace-housig developments of the period
As the photographs show, they were huilt ol wood, brick, stone, or 2 mis-
ture of these wall-cladding marerialy. Although most were relatively small
one-story houses, occasional twosstory examples are also seen. More com-
monly, two-story houses ol the period have extra detatling and represent
fate examples of one of the tradmional Feleetie sieles, usually Colonial Re

vival or Monterey.

478 Modern
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ciTY O F ELGIN
CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY AND COMPI_IANCE

In accordancc with
rmtssxon is

located at
District——-—
Subdivision ——

A8 A e

Elgin, ilinois,- 41(5? M.__ﬂ..AoEE!

the requirements of the Zonivg Ordinance of the City of
hcrcby gramcd to

_ LA *""!':‘ A ___ Owner or Lessce,
G _ﬂ-story propos:d building to be
P

Heyvie

Owne

CAL
rules an,

City




. CITY OF ELGIN
“"ELECTRICAL DEPARTMENT
ELECTRICAL DEPARTMENT

INSPECTION REPORT

T]'us i

for Mr. _ % °

This report is for tcmpomry service and meter conection,

it ot Btrad W™ L TG

This connection is subject to disconnection____

subject to disconnection, pending com-

Date of connection_
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