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ELGIN BUILDING PLAQUE PROGRAM
DOCUMENTATION FOR 907 CEDAR AVENUE, ELGIN, ILLINOIS

STATEMENT OF VALUE

Architectural

This stucco house located on lots 9 and 10 of Burdick and Spillards Addition is an
example of the Prairie Style, which enjoyed its greatest popularity from about
1905 until 1915. Prairie Style originated in Chicago, and many landmark
examples are concentrated in the city’s early 20th century suburbs such as Oak
Park and River Forest. Vernacular examples, such as 907 Cedar Avenue, were
popularized in house plan books, mail order home catalogs and popular
magazines.

The style is defined by a low-pitched hipped roof with wide eaves on a
predominantly two-story structure with one-story wings or porches, massive
square porch supports, and facade detailing emphasizing the horizontal line. In
the case of 907 Cedar Avenue, all these characteristics are present. The
contrasting trim between the stories emphasizes the horizontal line. The form of
the house is foursquare, that is, hipped roof, two stories, four rooms on each
story.

The Arts and Crafts style front door is original. The simple yet elegant interior
has original hardwood floors throughout. The downstairs rooms feature crown
moldings. A wide cased opening separates living and dining rooms. . In the
upstairs hall is a built in chest and cabinet. The southeast bedroom was designed
to resemble a sleeping porch, lined with windows on the south and east walls.
The fireplace design closely resembles that at 903 Cedar, with brick that matches
the fireplace and exterior of 903 Cedar. Bricks are marked with the logo of
Streetor Brick Company, Streetor, Illinois. The front porch of 907 was enclosed
either originally or soon after construction, as was the porch at 903 Cedar.

Historical

Oral history identifies cement contractor William Hillman as the builder or
contractor for this house. Hillman initially owned lots 8-11 of the Burdick and
Spillard Addition, and built himself a residence on lot 8 (915 Cedar) in 1911. He
lived there until the completion of his new house on lots 10 and 11 (903 Cedar) in
1923. In 1924, he split the lots so that 915 Cedar occupied lot 8 and part of lot 9,
and 903 Cedar occupied lot 11 and part of lot 10. The remainders of lots 9 and 10
became 907 Cedar, which was built in 1925. Perhaps Hillman built these three
homes as examples of his masonry skills. 915 is faced with ornamental concrete
block, 907 is clad with decorative stucco, and 903 (originally pebble dash) was
clad with brick by Hillman soon after its construction.

Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps show, in 1913, three vacant lots (9, 10 and 11)
adjacent to the residence at 915 Cedar. The 1939 Sanborn map shows 903 and
907 Cedar, as well as the re-mapping of lots 9, 10 and 11 into two lots.



History of ownership
On May 12, 1925, Jennie Spitzer, a widow, took out a mortgage to build the house

at 907 Cedar. The house is first listed in the Elgin City Directory in 1925-26,
showing as occupants Mrs. Jennie E Spitzer and William Spitzer, apparently her
son. In July of 1957, William Spitzer sold the property to John and Violet
Zimmer. In May of 1964, the property was purchased by Alvin M and Janet
Rausch. Al Rausch was a school teacher who went to work at Ace Hardware on
Spring Street after his retirement from teaching.

In October of 2011, the Rausch family sold to the current owners, Luke and
Nicole Preussler. The Preusslers are restoring the interior to original condition.
To date, they have removed wall-to-wall carpet and refinished the hardwood
floors, replaced non-period wallpaper with paint, and removed 1970’s kitchen
fixtures. The restored kitchen will feature an old farmhouse sink.

Building alterations
The front door to the porch is a replacement door. The rear dining room windows

were replaced by a picture window.

rlh 10/11
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ELGIN BUILDING PLAQUE PROGRAM
DOCUMENTATION FOR 907 CEDAR AVENUE, ELGIN, ILLINOIS

STATEMENT OF VALUE

Architectural

This stucco house located on lots 9 and 10 of Burdick and Spillard’s Addition is
an example of the Prairie Style, which enjoyed its greatest popularity from about
1905 until 1915. Prairie Style originated in Chicago, and many landmark
examples are concentrated in the city’s early 20th century suburbs such as Oak
Park and River Forest. Vernacular examples, such as 907 Cedar Avenue, were
popularized in house plan books, mail order home catalogs and popular
magazines.

The style is defined by a low-pitched hipped roof with wide eaves on a
predominantly two-story structure with one-story wings or porches, massive
square porch supports, and fagade detailing emphasizing the horizontal line. In
the case of 907 Cedar Avenue, all these characteristics are present, although on a
modest scale. The contrasting trim between the stories emphasizes the horizontal
line. The form of the house is foursquare, that is, a hipped roof, with two stories
and four rooms on each story.

The Arts and Crafts style front door is original. The simple yet elegant interior
has original hardwood floors throughout. The downstairs rooms feature crown
moldings. A wide cased opening separates living and dining rooms. . In the
upstairs hall is a built-in chest and cabinet. The southeast bedroom was designed
to resemble a sleeping porch, lined with windows on the south and east walls.
The fireplace design closely resembles that at 903 Cedar, with brick that matches
the fireplace and exterior of 903 Cedar. Bricks are marked with the logo of
Streetor Brick Company, Streetor, Illinois. Based on construction details and
window styling, the front porch of 907 was enclosed either originally or soon after
construction.

Historical

Oral history identifies cement contractor William Hillman as the builder or
contractor for this house. Hillman initially owned lots 8-11 of the Burdick and
Spillard Addition, and built himself a residence on lot 8 (915 Cedar) in 1911. He
lived there until the completion of his new house on lots 10 and 11 (903 Cedar) in
1923. In 1924, he subdivided lots 9 and 10 so that 915 Cedar occupied lot 8 and
part of lot 9, and 903 Cedar occupied lot 11 and part of lot 10. The remainders of
lots 9 and 10 became 907 Cedar, which was built in 1925. Hillman maintained his
business office at his residence, 903 Cedar. Perhaps Hillman built these three
homes to advertise his masonry skills. 915 is faced with ornamental concrete
block, 9o7 is clad with decorative stucco, and 903 (originally pebble dash) was
clad with brick by Hillman soon after its construction.



Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps show, in 1913, three vacant lots (9, 10 and 11)
adjacent to the residence at 915 Cedar. The 1939 Sanborn map shows 903 and
907 Cedar, as well as the re-mapping of lots 9, 10 and 11.

History of ownership
On May 12, 1925, Jennie Spitzer, a widow, took out a mortgage to build the house

at 907 Cedar. Charles and Jennie Spitzer first appear in the 1911-12 City
Directory, living as 275 Center with their sons Fred, a student, and William. By
1914, Charles was deceased, and Fred was working for Cook Publishing. By 1916,
Fred married Lois, and moved to 421 Prospect. William, married to Beatrice, was
still living with his mother at 275 Center. He also was employed at Cook
Publishing. By 1921, Fred was deceased, and his wife Lois continued to live at 421
Prospect. William, then employed at Specialty Printing Company in Dundeke, his
wife Beatrice and mother Jennie continued to live at 275 Center until Jennie built
907 Cedar in 1925.

The address is first listed in the Elgin City Directory in 1925-26, showing as
occupants Mrs. Jennie E Spitzer, a widow, and William Spitzer.

William and Beatrice sold the property to John and Violet Zimmer in July of
1957. City directories show the Zimmers at 907 Cedar beginning in 1951.

In June of 1964, the house was purchased by Alvin Rausch and his wife Janet. Al,
a teacher, and his family continued to live there until the current owners, Luke
and Nicole Preussler, purchased it in October of 2011. The Preusslers are
restoring the interior to original condition. To date, they have removed wall-to-
wall carpet and refinished the hardwood floors, replaced non-period wallpaper
with paint, and removed non-original kitchen fixtures. The restored kitchen will
feature an old farmhouse sink.

Building alterations
The front door to the porch is a replacement door. The rear dining room windows
were replaced by a picture window.

Permits on file

03/08/1968 Revision of electric service

August 2000 Electric service upgrade to 100 amp
July 2004 Garage roof replaced

July 2007 Sewer repair

May 2009 Porch roof replaced

July 2010 House roof replaced

rih 10/11
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PRISNAUN PRESH Avawsa

Zhis Indenture, WIMESETH, Thet the Gremor  Jonnie 8pitzer, widow of vhe City of Elgin,County of Kune and
State of Illinsie for and in consideration of the sum of Twenty-8even Hundred Dollars in hand pald,
Conveys and Warrants to Goorge W, Glos, T:u.t'-’ee of the City of Elgin County of Kane and Btute of
Illinois and to hie successors in trust hereinafter named, forthe purpoee of securing performance

of the covenants and agreements herein, the following desoribod real sstute,with the lmprovements
therson, including all heating, gas and plumbing apparatus and fixtures, and everything appurtenant
thereto, together with all rents, issues and profite of sald promises, situated in the County of
Kane State of Tllinois to-wit: The North twenty-eight (28) feet of Lot ten (10) and the Bouth thirty-
two (32) feet of Lot nine (9) in Burdick & Bpillard's Addition tc Elgin, being @ eubdivision of Lotse
2,5, 6, 7, 10, 11, 14, and 15 of Block four (4) of Grand View Addition to Elgin, in the City of
Elgin, Kane Count.y,nll'noia. Her eby releasing and waiving all rights under and by virtue of the
homestend exemption laws of the Stute of Illinois.

IN TRUST,nevertheless,for the purpoee of eecuring performance of the covenants and agreements hereln,
FHEREAS,The GOrantor,Jennie Spitzer, widow, ls justly indebted upon ore principal promiesory ncte
pearing oven date herewith, payable t wo years after date to the order of "dyself" and by her §u1y en-
doreed and delivered x’or‘ the principul sum of Twenty-8even Hundred Dollars, W th interes: ot the

rate of 8ix per cent per a.num, payable eemi-an ually herewith until maturity of eaid grincipal

note. at The Elgin City Banking Co, Elgin, Illinois or such other rlace uas the legal holder hercof

nay from time to time in & writing appolnt,

THE GRANTOR cuvenantg end ayreag oo fullowe: (1) to pay seid indeblednass, and the interest thereon as herein and in said notes and coupons provided, or sccord:
ing 10 eny agresment extending time of paymeniy (1) 1o pay prior to the first day of July in sach yesr, all tazes and asssssments against said premises, and on demand 1o exhibit
receipts therefure (3) within sixty days after destruction or damage to rebuild or sestore all buildings or improvements on said premises that may have heen destroyed or damaged;
(4) that waste 10 said premises shall not be commitied or suffereds (3) 1o keap all buildings ot any tims on said premises insured against loss by fire and 1ornado, 1o the full insure
able value, in companies tv be approved by the holder ol eaid indsbiedness and dalive: to the said bolder of said indebieduness the insurance policies so writlen as to roquire afl lose
1o be applied in reduction of ssid indebtedness; (6) to kewp the sald propeny tenantable and in guod repair; und (7) not to suffer any mechanic's or cther lien 1o sttach to said

premises. |n the svent of failure so ta insure, to pay taaes or assesamants, or 1o keep the propenty in good repair; or to pravent mechauic’s or other lisns hing to sald premi
the grantee, or the hulder of said indebledness, may procure such insuvance, or pay su.

or make such repairs as he may deem nacessary 1o keep the said premises
in & tenantable conditivn; or discharge or purchase any t1ax lisn or tiile affocting ssid premises; and all monsys so paid, the grantor gagres B to repay lminsdiately without demand,
and the same, with interest therson from the date of paymoent st saven per comt, per snnum shell be s0 much Lul indebtedness securt d hereby,

IN THE EVENT of » bresch of any of the aforesald covenants or agreein-nis the whels of seid indebiedness, including principal and sll sarned interest, shall, at the vption
ol 1he legal holder thessol, without notice, becoms bnmedistaly dus and »yubic il with intersst thureon from tiwe of such breach, st seven per cont. per annum shall be
vecoverable by forsclosure hereal, or by suit at law, or both, the same as it «i' 11 waid Indebtednoss hud then matured by express tarms.

IT IS AGREED that oll expenses and disburvements, paid or incurred in behall of complainant In connsction with the foreclosure hereof—inch ding reasonable soliciter’s
fees, ouilayr for documentary evidence, stenographer’s charges, conl of procuring or completing an sbatract of titls showing the whols title to said premises smbracing foreclusure
decies —zhull be peid by the grantorg ; that the like expenses and disbursements, occasioned by any suit or proceeding whersin the trustes, ur any hulder of any pant of said Indebt-
edness, as such, may be a party, shall also be psid by the grantor | thas such sap and dish shall be an additional lian upun ssid premisas, shall be tased as coste
snd included in any decres that may be rendered In such {oreclosure procesding, which procesding, whether decres of sale shall have been sntered or not, shall not be dismissed,
not o releass harsof given, until all such fees, expenses and dishursements, and the cosls of sult, including solcitor’s fses, have besn paid. The grantog walveg all right o the
posssssion of end incoms from said premises pending such lureclosure proceedings, snd uniil the peried of redempiion lrom sny sale thareunder espives, and sgree & the! upon

the Gling of sny bill 1o foreclose this Trust Deed, & Receiver shall upon metion of Solicitor for plai Ik notice, be immediately sppointed by the court belore which
such motion for the sppointment of & recoiver shall come on lor hearing, to take P or charge of said premises, and collect such income and the same, less recoivership ax-
panditures, including repairs, insurence premiums, tazes, and his iosi 1o pay 1o the persun entitled thereto In teduciion of the indebtedness bereby secured, in
teduction of tie amount of any decree of sale vntered in sny [ I P ding, In pey t or ved of eny daficlency sfier & Master's or Commissioner’s sale under wny

AP, defiel

decres of sale, in paymeal or

ol mny y decroe entered th s oF, Il mot in either manner so applied, the court approving the receiver's repant shall order that
the same be paid te the person entitled 1o the deed under the Mester's or Commissionar's sale. A bond on application for veceiver is bereby expressly waived and it shall not be
the duty of the trustes, lega! holder of the notes or prrchaser st any Master's or other sale 10 see 1o the spplication of the principal sum hersby secured or of the purchass money;
ot 1o inquire into the velidity of sny taxes, assessments, tox sales, 163 tithes, mochanis's of ether liens or Vities, or the necessity lor repairs, in advancing money se harsinbelare pro.
vided

IN THE EVENT of the desth, insbility, removel or sbeence (rem said Kane County of the grantes or of his refusal ur failure to sct, then the E1 gin Ci ty

Elﬂkiﬂs Co. of ssid County le hereby sppointed 1o be the hret sucesssor in this trust: and if for any like cause said firet wuccessar fail or tafuse 1o act, the person

who shall then be the acting Recorder of Deeds of sald County s horeby oppointed 10 b@sesond successar in this trust, And when all the eforesaid covenants snd sgreements
are perlormed, the trusiee, or hls successor in trust, shall velesse seld promises to the perty entitled thereto on receiving his reasonsble charges,

WITNESS the hand end ssal  of the granter this  12th day of Kay A D, 195

Jennie Bpitzer ISEAL)
(SEAL]

{SEAL|
(SEAL]
5, Otto Parlasca, Notary Publie

STATE OF ILLINOIS,
R in and for ond residing In said County, in the Siste sloresaid, DO HEREBY CERTIFY, Thmt Jei.bie 8riizer, widow

i ‘County of Kane

i porsonally knewn to me 10 be the same persan  whose name 18 b
V (OttO Parlasce ) loregoing instrument, appearsd bafore me this day In person, and schoowledged that ghe  signed, sealed snd delivered 1he
ii Notu‘y Publio . 1 ; sald instrument s hey free and voluntary ach for the uses and purposes theiein set forth, including \he
ll El Kane Count relesss and walver of the right of Homsstesd.

li Civen under m) hand and Notarial el thie 13th day 4l kay 5 165

| sy com S July 28th 1927 Otto Parlasca
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