Building Plaque Application

Name __ OUSAN M v Fic e /4 KOMOIQNIK
BmldmgAddress . 9 T m e ST-
v Building Name _

(for public/commercial structures)
Current Owner SUSA*N im Y)LLPHH..IP /4 KDHLOIQI\J f . :
e A0 SR T Daytime Phone K47 _HSE- 2549

& LGN : : State _hL Zip —£Lo-{2’—3

AIf apphcants name is different from above:

Name _ 5S Daytime Phone
Address . : :

Check 1f attached

(] Statement [lf Value

Please review the criteria on page 5. The Elgm Heritage Commission uses these criteria to review your
application and award a plaque. Attach an explanauon of the historical and architectural value of the building.
Attach photocopies of relevant materials such as copies of Sanborn maps, original property deeds and City

Directory listings. Apphcauons thhout these requirements will not be considered by the Elgin Heritage
Commission.

L] Building Alteranuns

Describe any alterations to the extenor of the bulldmg and include dates. Attach description to the
application. . s b

2 thugraph

Include a recent photograph in which the bulldmg is clearly visible. Additional photographs deplctmg a
close up and derails of decorative features are helpful.

Stipulations

If the building is not awarded a plaque the application fee of $15.00 will be refunded g

This application and submitted materials shall be retamed by the City of Elgin as a part of the permanent
record of the building.

The Elgin Heritage Commission has the aur.horlty to edit and publish the information submitted in the
application. This does not prohibit others from using the information.

When awarded, the plaque will remain the property of the City and cannot be altered or removed from the
building. It is the City’s responsibility to replace the plaque if and when the situation warrants it.

In additior to agreeing to the above stipulations, the undersigned attests that the information provided is,
to the best of his/her knowyledge, accurate.

Owner’s Signatur(; : . \%W | e | Date 5,— /30,/ gq

Signed __ } L - Date




Bulldmg Plague Application
e Susan_ My Puue A. Komoﬂf\ma

BmldmgAddress 877 D m “—(-' 'ST. S : ‘ e
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Addreés > - | ' Cityic Sfate . .le
et :"‘MM s maffa%ﬂw R RS T

e b e

R w e S e i S e ST N P o g e AL SRR

Checkifaftached: . - ;
[_1 Statement 0f Value S e S R
Please review the criteria on page 5. The Elcrln Heritage Commission uses these criteria to review your

application and award a plaque. Attach an exp!anatlon of the historical and architectural value of the building.

* Attach photocopies of relevant materials such as copies of Sanborn maps, original property deeds and City
Directory listings. Apphcauons without these requirements will not be considered by the Elgln Hentage

Commission.

(1 Building Al[eratmns = ¥

Describe any alterations to the extcrlor of r_he bmldmg and include dates. Attach descnpuon to-the
apphcanon ; :

[ ] Phumurauh

Include a recent photdgraph in which the bulldlruT is clearly V151ble Addmonal photographs deplcnng a
‘close up and details of decoranve features are helpful ' . ; ,

Stipulations

If the building is not ‘awarded a plaque the apphcauon fee of $15.00 will be refunded
This applicdtion and submitted materials shall be retamed by the City of Elgin as a part ofthe pérmanent

record of the building.
The Elgin Heritage Commission has the authority to edit and publish the information subrmtted in the

application. This does not prohibit others from using the information.
When awarded, the plaque will remain the property of the City and cannot be altered or removed from the
building. It is the City’s respon51bthty to replace the plaque if and when the situation warrants it.
In additiori to agreeing to the above stipulations, the undersigned attests that the-information prowded is,

to the best of his/her knoyledge, accurate. ‘
Owner’s Signature MW,W — e T Date é‘)/ 99

Signed ' - ki : Date




Statement of Value
870 Mill St

This house was build for John and Mary Logan in 1899. John had been an Alderman for
the 7th District in Elgin and was also the Marshall in Elgin. He eventually formed Logan
and Goetz Construction Company. Logan and Goetz was the contractor which designed
and built the Elgin Sewer System.

Additionally, this house was pictured in the book, Daughters of Painted Ladies, by
Elizabeth Pomada and Michael Larsen, Photographs by Douglas Keister, 1987, pgs 70 &
71. At the time of the publication of the book, there were few of the old Victorians
painted in the "Painted Ladies" style. This house was one of the few in the nation, outside
of San Francisco.

Just recently a couple from Sugar Grove, Illinois, who saw our house in the book, drove
to our home to see if they could get examples of the colors to use on their home in Sugar
Grove, which is similar to ours.

Alterations

The only alteration that we have been able to ascertain is not with the house, but with the
garage. When the 2 lots where divided so that Mrs Buchman's house could be built next
door, the original garage for our house became the garage for her house. Another garage
was then built behind our house - to the north.



Elgin Heritage Commission
City of Elgin

150 Dexter Court

Elgin, IL 60120

We hope to have our home at 870 Mill St considered for a Heritage Commission Plaque.

The legal Description is Bk 12 of Plats pg 29 Nw Qr of Sec 14 Twp 41 Rg 8
Lots 8 & 9 Block 4

The research on our house has been fascinating and has resulted in strengthening my
family's bonds with our neighbors, neighborhood and Elgin itself. We looked a long time
to find this house. Our 3 year search for "the perfect" Victorian home in Elgin was well
worth the yield.

Attached to our application is a brief outline of ownership of the land and buildings from
1893 to the present. The following documents are also included:

- Warranty Deed to Lot 9: Finla McClure to John A. Logan - June 24, 1893,

- Warranty Deed to Lot 8: George Linkfield to John A. Logan - June 28, 1893.

- Warranty Deed to Lots 8 & 9: John A. Logan to Mary A. Logan - June 29,
1899.

- Elgin Daily Courier announcement of new home built for John A Logan on
Commonwealth dated Feb 6, 1900,

- Elgin City Directory dated 1900 listing John A & Mary A Logan (and children)
at 870 Mill §t.

- 1943 Sanburn Fire Map with home outlined.

- Daily Courier News, Oct 22, 1987 with home information.

- Oct 1988 Larkin Bank Calendar of the Historic Elgin Area Series.

-Sept 1997 Realty Executives Sale papers.

- Copy of pages from the book, Daughters of Painted Ladies, by Elizabeth
Pomada and Michael Larsen, Photographs by Douglas Keister, 1987, pgs 70 & 71.

Much of the more personal information of our home is the result of interviews with Mrs
Elizabeth (Miller) Buchman, who resided with her parents and family in this home from
1916 to 1959. She now lives in the home she and her husband built on the east parts of
lots 8 & 9, about half of the original property. All dates and names given by Mrs
Buchman were confirmed at the Recorder of Deeds Office, Geneva.

If additional information is required, our phone numbers are:
Home - 847-429-0395
Work Susie - 847-286-6138 (Sears Corp Offices)
Work Phil - 847-695-3595 (Seattle Mountain Coffees)



Page 2.

The following is some additional transfer information on this property:

1893 - John A Logan purchases lot 8 from George E & Frances E Linkfield for
$750.
- John A Logan purchases lot 9 from Finla L McClure (widower) for $380.
1899 - John A Logan Deeds to Mary A Logan (Wife) lots 8 & 9 for $500.
1902 - Edward C Althen & Hannah L Althen purchase from Mary A & John A
Logan property at lots 8 & 9 for $6500.
1916 - Adolph G & Hulda Miller purchase property at lots 8 & 9 for $6000,
1958 - Probate of Estate of Aldoph Miller.
1959 - Gustan A Miller & Jeanette M Wrona to Elizabeth Miller Buchman.
1959 - Elizabeth Miller Buchman to J Benton Rhoades.
1961 - ] Benton Rhoades to Robet L Soderstrom.
1983 - Robert L Soderstrom to Stephen E and Robin Lotta.
1997 - Susan M & Philip A Komornik for $152,400.

Thank you for considering our home for a Heritage Commission Plaque.
Sincerely,
Susan M Komornik

870 Mill St
Elgin, IL 60123



Thursday, October 22, 1987




Painted ladies—old Victorian homes—can be found natisnwide. This hqbse, at 870 Mill St.. Elgin, is 2 1900 version being restared by its ownars
i

= \ - +
ctorians
/ Buchwald i
'ed Ladies can be found «  °
oss the United States. Unlike the.®:
sted ladies of dancehall fors, these . -
-ald Victonan homes—are introduced
1, a pamted lady rests comfortably in
nejghborhood at the comer of - |
vealth and Mill streers. YEs
Colonial Revival/Queen Anne hom
t 1900. The house stands proudly, a
ative of Victorian homes thal have
red lovingly. e
n companson to some of the more
rorians in Elgin, this house '
=s is unique. It was chosen by authors
Pomada and Michael Larsen [0 be
hed and noted in their book,
s of Painted Ladies,” published by
n, New York.
“ 18 a sequel to their book, “Painted

Fainted Ladies” immortalizes San
s Victorian hemes, “Daughtérs” is
tive of Victorian homes across the

and Robin Latta, both 26, are

their Eigin home, which is among

red in “Daughters.”

TERIOR OF the home has been

suthentic colors of the =ra—[orest

) rose, mauve and cream. Taking on

= of the same tones, the colors cross

'd to enhance the interior as well

ion is a task that the Lattas have

o painstakingly, authentically and

o4 of years, They had previously

renovared a Victonan home m

1

'y came to Elgin in Avgust 1953 from
when Steve, a senior chiemist for

\er Cao., was transferred to the

line office. The family originally (s

ton Heights.

ng lived in an 1875 Victorian house

<y, the Lattas felt they would be

bie living in a modemn new house

nly one week [0 house-hunt, they set

+ ¥ictonan house,

itely, they couldn’t find one that met

*ments. A frustrated couple retumed

Yy with no house in mind to buy.

lother took over the house-hunting,

gin’s gracious

in spotlight

and was the one wha found the Mill Streetj
house. *'She didn't want us to buy it, but shy
called and'said she thoaghi she found a hixise
for 1s," Robin said. The Eattas went 1o 55 it,
liked the house and bought it s

That Rohin's mather had reservations 57
understandable. The 10-room home had fallen
mto a state of disreparr, inside and out. Pillars
swung freely in the wind, and portions of the
siding were rotting, Paint was peeling, plaster
cracked and broken, moldings missing and’ |
falling away, 10 name just a few of the .
problems,

THE CROWN MOLDING was gesso over
wood—a mixture of plaster and glue—in an
ormate design. That had crumbled and had to be
carefully replicated.

When the Lattas began the renovation, they
removed old plaster down to the lath in some
rooms. Even now, the Kitchen of the home—
while neat and arderiy—has exposed lath for
walls.

Despite It, there 1s an air of elegance about
the home, a reflection of the Lattas’ lifestyle. A
tablecloth graces the kitchen table, despite the
exposed wall lath, Curtains hang across
sparkling windows. Robin graciously offers
coifee or tea, and serves it from a silver
service. The teapot 15 fine china, A basket with
freshly baked muffins is offersd to a guest,

“I [eel there has to be an air hat you keep
about your home. To me, a house isn't just 2
place to live. It 1s a haven [or your family ... a
refuge from whatever happens outside your
house," Robin said.

"Thera are beautiful things. We like good
books, We like fine classical music, pamtings,
things like that. We wanr 10 pass it on (0 our
children; we want to pass along our love for
things that are fine, The house Is 2 beauniful
thing that deserves (o be resiored

“We felt the house needed somedne 1o love it
and bring it back 1o its farmer glory, which 15
what we are (rying to do," she added.

ROBIN WAS GREATLY Inlluenced in
appreciating Victonian homes hy her parents.
They held a reverence for the past. She recalls
her mother’s love of antiques (her parents are
members o the Mational Trust far Historic
Preservation).

At times, the Lattas have regretted their
oTum to page 10

Courtar-Hiewa PNoto o7 Mevcie Rules

Much of the charm ot Victorian homes is top of photo, in the parlor of the home of [=
found in details, such as the fretwork at Steven and Robin Latta. % '




Jaily Courier-News, Thursday, October 22, 1987

Wictorians

im page 9
“sion to buy a house that neaded so much
ik. But these moments are fleeting. The
e means more o themn than just a place ta
(Tt's) & sense of history, & Sens= of time
Unual," sald Steve.
~ A sense of identifying with the past and
rorking it for the furure; to realizing there
i beaury and values associated with these
\es. They are part of our history,” echoed
s,
he Lattas plan to remain in Elgin and rzise
r children in the house they love,

will take years ta complete the renovation,
as been ditficult at times to live with the
. The Lattas’ children, Steven, 13, and
abeth, 10, were often embarrassed by the
#ss. Robin's difficult pregnancy with the
as' third child, Teddy, 2, held up the wark
1maost a year.
0 matter how much one loves old Victorian
s, the Laltas don't recommend others take
uch a task without true dedication to the

it the rewards do come eventually, they
r2, and in many different ways,

VE FEEL IT IS Important to contimye this

‘ot everyane wants to do this, or should do

ut, \f you have this kind of love, 1 think this

==t you can do with it,"" Rabin said.

vile they stay as authentic as possible,

hen recognizes the need to adapt the house

&0s living, He is in the process of adding a

‘et to the downstairs bathroom, and modemn

ances are planned lor the kitchen. But

jue cupboards will be used instead of new

wets,

4ing in 2 home during renovatlon Is never
but the Lattas credit themselves with

t a good team. The share the tasks, "We
well together. | do the plastering, and she

s my plaster,” Steve said. Steve doesn't

Conarsan-Maws Photo by Marcie Ruses

A focal point in the living room, the fire-
place, has been restored. Floral chairs
complement the wood and ceramic fire-
place.

have any qualms about doing chores normally
delegated as women's work.

Restoring the home has been, and continues to
be, expensive. The Lattas have spent about
315,000 on the exterior alone. That doesn't
Include any landscaping. It cost $9,000 just to
paint the house, [t had fo be chemically peeled
and scrapped befare it could be painted.

"We leel what we are doing here in Elgin, is
what 1s Elgin's future. What attracted us to
Elgin was the neighborhood. The people are
warm and {rendly, and they are supportive of
what we ars doing,” she added.

The Lattas have observed thal as they worked
on their home—a f{ormer neighbarhood eyesore—
their neighbors were encouraged to do the same.
It spurs us on," she said.

>ainted Ladies’ authors
) give lecture in Elgin

thael Larsen and Elizabeth Pomada, co-
rs of two books on Victorian homes, will

@ on that fopic at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Oct.
the Sears Gallery, Elgin Academy, 350 Park
Igin, >

event Is sponsored by the architectural

if Burmidge, Cazsell and Associates, Elgn;
itford Park Asscciation; and the Elgin
i1ge Commisslon,

=2n and Pomada are the authors of

ted Ladies: San Francisco’s Resplendent
fians,” and a sequel, “Daughters of Painted
$: America's Resplendent Victorians,”

Atrthnes cnaea fmrSrad sa mmaal in Elain dua

Burnidge, Cassell, the authors were encouraged to
come to Elgin to view the town's many lovely
Victorian homes. Hanlon had responded to an ad
placed by the authors in the Old House Joumnal.
They were requesting information on Victorian
hames far a tour they were planning in Search of
homes for their upcoming book

Hanlon, who has a Victorian home, called
Larsen. Larsen and Pomada came to Elgin and
toured with Hanlon and Charles Bumldge,
president of Bumidge, Cassell,

"Daunghters of Painted Ladies™ contalns 172
color photos of the painted ladies, Including the
Mill Street heuse.

Thnrn im mn ract #n attand tha lortira

New help

My wife and I have painstak-

Ingly restored the basic structure
of our old Victorian and now we
are ready for the inside, Neither
one of us likes the dark, cluttered
Interiors typical of that period,
but we would like our decor to re-
flect a Vietorian mood at least,
How could we accomplish this? |

—R.F.

I would first isolate those ele-
ments” of Victorlan nteriors that
do appeal to you and build on
them. Don't make the mistake of
adding something you find ugly
simply because It s authentie. 1t's
1967, and you have to lve here,
after all

Clutter s always within your
control. Just use less of the Viee
ioriana that appeals fo yow This
way, lavorite pleces get the atten-
ton they deserve, and you avoid
claustrophebia

Dark woods are typically Victo-
rlan, but you might wcse them
against lght backgrounds or em-
phasize upholstersd pleces that
are covered in light fabrics. For
tunately, new interest In Victorian
furniture has ed manu-
facturers to offer more in these
designs.

Fabric treatments should be
full, but they needn't be heavy.
Try cottons or other lightwelght
fabrics in Victorlanstyle palterns
such as florals, but with light,

mare conlemporary color
schemes. Use the same tactic
with wallcoverings,

Art and accessorles of the
period will eontribute significantly
toward establishing the amblence
you wint. And, should your re-
stralnt leave large empty places,
try using the palms and ferns the
Victorlans so loved to soften the
hard edges of the furnishings and
establish a connection with the
outside.

1 am interested in using sheets
in liewof more expensive fabric
for my decorating. Do you have
any good tips or ideas?

- —C.W.

1if you.need lightwelght mater-
al, sheets can be a real fabric

bu%%havemeaddedad‘
vantagdaf providing wide lengths
part

with- nd’ jcularty aseful
In i0g Mooriength tablecloths
m =

coumtless ways {0 use
sheets. - an eye out for art-
cles In me magazines where

enecific Weas ahmmd. Of course.

v By g
el L

for Victorian buffs}-

Decorating,™ this illustrated book- '/
let Is available for $250 Irom -
Fleldcrest Mills Inc, ¢ W, 4th *
St., New York, NY 10818 A

Just keep In mind that sheet

Decor Score
Sharon Crwen Haven

patterns change with the mpld{urﬂ.g
of clothes fashions, so tuy extrd :
for errors, replacement or Defy,
ldeas. You dov't wam 13 :b8.3

sheets also can be substituted for
lightweight cotton yardage [or
any decorating project,

For some great ldeas and de-
tafled how-ts instructions,' you
might write for a hew publleation
from Fleldcrest Mils Titled
“Flelderest’s  Profiled  Deslgn

caught napping without » sheet. -
e &
Send questions to Decor Score, &

Copley News Service, P.0.- Box .
190, San Diego, CA S2112:0150. i

... WIN YOUR FAIR SHARE! &
these axeiting one-min

Lite ﬁnmu wvery day,
Mon -Fri, an WAMN/1410 at 710,
1:t0am., 1:10,510, 8 710 p.m
New cards avallable FREE
at gl Home Fedaral localions and
Ackermann's Home Furnishings. Lsten
1o WRMHN for 14 other convenient Mink-
Binga cand locations!

LET'S PLAY

Y

T

CABINETRY
Save Up To

50% OFF

Mig. Sugg. List Price

AT THE
FLOOR TO CEILING
STORE

The Complete Carpet, Kitchen, Bath
ang Decorative Products Showrocom

Ei{ﬁ 74 1827 N. La&ﬂ,’.‘; 3310u1h Elglni :
NetRe

| (@R Just South of State Palice )
Mon. & Thurs. 5:00-8:30; Tues., Wed., & Fri. 9:00-5:30; Sat. 9-5:00

S5 phone 741-8004 sesmm
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870 MILL STREET
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ME FOR THE ANTIQUE LOVER

BEAUTIFUL RESTORED WOODWORK, PANEL DOORS & TRANSOMS
BUILT-IN CHINA CABINET AND SOME BEVELED GLASS

..-—--,f'..__\ PAT BURNIDGE REALTY EXECUTIVE

HISTORICAL, VINTAGE, VICTORIAN

2500+ SQUARE FEET
4 BEDROOMS, 1 1/2 BATHS
© $169,500

=3

847-695-9547 847-931-PATB

Subject to errors, omissions, change of price, prior sale, and withdrawal without notice. Dimensions approximate.
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1—175 home was chosen for the book,
Daughters of Painted Ladies, a recent publi-
cation featuring colorful Victorian homes
selected from 35 states.

The residence was originally owned by
John A. Logan, a diverse business man and
strong influence in the building of Elgin.
Venturing into the real estate business, he
formed the Logan & Giertz Construction Co.
which built much of Highland Avenue and
the Elgin sewage system. Mr. Logan went on
to become a Deputy U.S. Marshall for the

N.E. district of Illinois, Police Chief of Elgin,
a State Representative, and later organized
a wholesale ice cream business. He sold the
home in 1902 for $6,800.00 to Mr. Edward
C. Althen whose father, Casper Althen, was
owner and proprietor of the Elgin Eagle
Brewery.

This turn-of-the-century home can be
classified as a Queen Anne structure, with
Edwardian features and is generally charac-
terized by simple forms and a wealth of detail-
ing. Typical exterior details include “Adam

870 Mill - Elgin

_.. THE STEPHEN LATTA
N T RESIDENCE

festoons” at the gable ends, and Tuscan porch
columns, which are straight and smooth
without capitals. Upon closer inspection one
will find beautiful stained and leaded glass,
including a sunburst design in the southeast
vestibule doorways. Interior details are abun-
dant, including “gesso” (plaster over oak)
crown moldings, interior columns connected
by intricate fretwork, a floor to ceiling built-
in china cabinet with its own stained glass
and quarter sawn red oak trim throughout.
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