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BuiiﬂinuPlauue Application

Name’
Building Address
Building Name
(for public/commercial structures) '
-_Ongmal()wner R INIRT Y, /72 J)oe’ iy
Daterchonstmcmn . (e /fQI i3 1 I_ Sk Lt S 8
- Architect (if known) __ ' . 2 B :
Buifer (if knowa) e ".?L/f‘}?/-;; _Sensen.
Check if attached:

(x] Statement Of Value

~ Please review the criteria on page 5. The Elgin Heritage Commission uses these criteria to review your
application and award a plaque. Attach an explanauon of the historical and architectural value of the building.
Attach photocopies of relevant materials such as copies of Sanborn maps, original property deeds and City
Directory listings. Applications without these requirements will not be con51dered by the Elgin Heritage

L

Commission.

] Building Mterations

Describe any alterations to the exterior of the building and include dates. Attach description to the
application.: ;

[«] Phnluurdph

Include a recent photograph in which the building is clearly. visible. Additional photographs depicting a
close up-and details of decorative features are helpful.

Stipulations

If the building is not awarded a plaque, the application fee of $15.00 will be refunded.
This application and submitted materials shall be retained by the City of Elgin as a part of the permanent

record of the building.

The Elgin Heritage Commission has the authorlty to edit and publish the mformanon submitted in the
application. This does not prohibit others from using the information.

When awarded, the plaque will remain the property of the City and cannot be altered or removed from the
building. It is the City’s responsibility to replace the plaque if and when the situation warrants it.

In addition to agreeing to the above stipulations, the undersigned attests that the information prov;ded i,

to the best of hls/her knowledge, accurate. ;
Owner’s Signature sz& ' Date ' \ EAR; £ 3=,
Signed __ 77,(4}(7 P RN . i \ Dam;%ﬂ/_@&d
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Historical/Architectural

The banking career of Wilson H. Doe began in Janesville, Wisconsin
when he was a teenager fresh out of high school. In 1882 he came to Elgin
to become a bookkeeper at the Home National Bank; he was also married
in 1882 to Maude Palmer, of Chicago. Mr. Doe was promoted to assistant
cashier at Home National and upon the retirement of E. D. Waldron,
became cashier.

In 1891, Wilson and Maude Doe lived on Liberty St. near its
intersection with E. Chicago St. Beginning in 1891, Mr. Doe set about
acquiring a parcel of property carved out of 4 lots in the Central Park
Addition to Elgin. Division St. started in downtown Elgin and ran east to
Hill Ave. Pearl St. started at Hill Ave. and ran 2 blocks east to Liberty St.
Around 1894, Pearl St. was re-named Division St., providing a
continuation of Division to Liberty. Block 2 of the Central Park Addition
included 2 lots facing re-named Division St. and 2 more lots immediately
behind the first 2. Out of these 4 lots, the aforementioned parcel was
acquired, a piece at a time, by Maude Doe. When this process was
completed, she obtained a mortgage, warranted the parcel to Perry Fuller
( a Home National employee), and on the same day, Fuller warranted the
parcel to Wilson Doe, thus completing the deal.

Construction reviews for the year 1891 published on December 19 of
that year in the Elgin Daily Courier, indicate the house was built by Henry
Jensen for $2500.The 1892 Elgin City directory lists the Doe's at 433
Pearl St., re-named and realigned in 1894 to become 573 Division St.

The house stayed in possession of the Doe's until 1903 when it was sold
to George Richardson. There followed legal transactions with the property
then coming under possession of Christian Wuestenfeld in 1907. He lived
there until selling it in 1935 to Gottlob Huber. Mr. Huber lived just around
the corner at 140 N. Porter St. The house was rented out and by 1939 had
become a 2 unit. Lizzie and Mary Huber became trustees of Gottlob
Huber's estate in 1942. 2 years later, a trust agreement between their
mother Rosine and themselves was written, entitling them to manage the
property at 573 Division St. The house left possession of the Huber family
in 1964 and continued to be a rental for more than 25 years. It was
acquired by its new owners in 1999.

ARCHITECTURAL

The large house is a full 2 stories with a third floor attic. The roof lines
are 1) front facing gable, 2) side gabled, and 3) hipped. The roof over the
front sweeps down from the ridge of the second story side gabled section.
Wall cladding is 1) wavy, 2) fish scale, and 3) straight horizontal with both
vertical and horizontal banding outlining the house. A 3 sided bay window



on the front of the house starts at the second floor and carries down to the
first floor. The front and west side of the house contain: decorative detail
in the front facing gable; a small transom over the front door, and next to
it, a square half window with diamond panes on its top and square panes
on the bottom; a tiny rectangular window on the second floor near a round
topped window in the projecting side-gabled section-winsome, light
catching details. The third floor attic windows on both the west and east
sides of the house are tall and narrow with decorative surrounding detail.
The front porch shows scalloped trim at the eave line. All of thes elements
are of the Queen Anne style, Free Classic mode.

mmbh/jan00
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