Bu1lﬂ1nu Plaque Anplmatmn

Name
Building Address 53 CE!Q"'FTDN A v E

Building Name

(for publlc/commerc1a1 structures)

If applicant’s name is different from above:

Name ; : Daytime Phone

Addtess ' Gty =" o Stater i _Zip
_Ortgmal()wner SA RAH A PA ﬁ]?\{ <
Date of Construction / qr;z, 8

B Architect (f. known) ; ;
Bmlder(ifknown) 0 Tro —oLl SEN CEM ENT - (ﬂ/yT/pﬁ'CﬁfF ‘544/]
Check if artached: \5 or ]-/ = B;e /y} A S ﬁ/\/ f/z

(7 Statement Of Value

Please review the criteria on page 5. The Elgin Heritage Commission uses these criteria to review your
application and award a plaque. Attach-an explanation of the historical and architectural value of the building.
Attach photocopies of relevant materials such as copies of Sanborn maps, original property deeds and City
- Directory listings. Applications without these requirements will not be considered by the Elgin Heritage

Commission.

@/Bmlﬂmg Aterations

Describe any alterations to the exterior of the building and mclude dates Attach description to the
application.

[/I/thnuraph

Include a recent photograph in which the building is clearly visible. Additional photographs deplcung a
close up and detalls of decorative features are helpful A

Stipulations : - : s

If the building is not awarded a plaque, the application fee of $15.00 will be refunded. - :

This application and submitted materials shall be retained by the City of Elgin as a part of the permanent
record of the building.

The Elgin Heritage Commission has the authorlty to edit and publlsh the lnformanon submitted in the
application. This does not prohibit others from using the information. -

When awarded, the plaque will remain the property of the City and cannot be altered or removed from the
building. It is the Cltys respon51b111ty to replace the plaque if and when the situation warrants it.

In addition to agreeing to the above stlpulatlons the undersigned attests that the information provnded is,
to the best of his/her knowledge, accurate. :

Owner’s Signature / C)L' Date ./~ S 7{?
Signed S A ese A ' : Date '
T < 7 .
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Sears House Project
c/o0 Rebecca Hunter

Here is the application for a historic plaque which you requested.
You may apply for the plaque even if your house is not 3 Sears house,
as long as it is at least 50 years old.

In the absence of paper documentation about the origin of your
nouse, the easiest way to determine whether it is from Sears would
be to locate some part numbers on the beams or rafters. | hope you
will take a few minutes to look for these, and notify me if you find
them!

They are most easily seen on the basement ceiling, under the
basement stairs, or in attic Spaces. Because the numbers have
usually faded over the years, you will most likely need a strong
flashlight. They are stamped on the wood in dark blue or black ink,
near the ends of the boards. They are usually on the wider surface
(i.e. on a 2 x 4 look on the 4" sides). Sears part numbers consist of a
capitol letter followed by one or more numbers, e.g. A159.

'f you would like to see a photograph of a part number, let me know,
or if you would like assistance in the search, call me.

Thanks for your participation in this research project.
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GENEVA, ILLINOIS

NO. i *I; |

THIRD STREET OPPOSITE COURT HOUSE

Kane County Title Go.
ABSTRACTS OF TITLE
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The price of the stately 1918 “‘Alhambra”
was kepl reasonable by the customer
furnishing his own exterior stucco. In
1933 the 4-bedroom shingled "Brent-
wood” cottage sold for 5640 plus freight.
Today, many of these Sears homes are
being documented by owners who
consider them a unique part of the
American heritage.

‘1'

1 one ©rde nringu

" Hardware

~

Massapequa Park, Long Island. One
of the largest single orders came from
Standard Qil Company who bought
156 houses in 1919 for workers in a
new coal mining operation. Today
that Sears-built neighborhood is
known as the “Standard Addition” in
Carlinville, lllinois.

To counter adownturn in business
in 1930, Sears began carrying mort-
gages on both the materials and labor
of the homes it sold. Under the plan,

“the monthly payment on a large
£6.000 house would amount to about
fifty dollars. But the nation’s economy

o

SEARS, ROEBUCK AND CO.

You dispose of the entire transaction ia & few minotes You select your house |

frovs our Beok of “amor Balt™ Madern Homen, merely writing down the name
or number, dud on recespt of your order we ship at the prices quoted.

THE LUMBER,
LATH AND
SHINGLES;
Hé)l.l. ;‘VUEI. SUCH A8

WINDOWS,
KOLDING FATN
DUILDING PAPER,

FLOORIKG,
PORCH MATERIAL, ETC;
HARDWARE,

At Your Optien: Steam Heating. Fornsce Heating, Plumbisg Outdr, :m-u (g
1]

Wiring. Gas asd Electric Fixtures, Wall Poper and Electric Lighting
Furnished Extra. T

See how much mare convenieal ThIS i than to be compelled 10 go to »
lorcn placea for as wany different items, each sransaction requiring time,
capense sud worry.

53 THE LANGSTON S48 ..

~

In nddition to saving you time and worry tn selacting, pricing,
etc., you can be sure when you send us your order for a Madern
Tlome that you will make a considerable saving. Thousands of
our customers who have built houses according to our plans and
with our materials in almost every state of the Union have
proved this to their own satisfaction, { i
~ You can even go further and benefit yoursel atill more by,
mcloding in vour order not anly 2l of the materials for vont
Medern Home us ilustrated on this page, but by adding ta your order 1o be
shipped when convenient 1o you, your regs, famaitute, perhapn & Biane, &
Ellvertone phenopraph, chinaware, sllverwire, suits, dresses, Hnen, €., at|
of which yon will fad illustrated, described and griced in this catalos
Dosan’t §t trem foasonable €6 you that hecause we very much desire 24
aF Xour patronage year in amd pear out, we should wery patticulur when
selling you & Modern Hooie to give you the best that money can Suy far this
pur| Yarie numb custamers deal with un regulaity for thesr
evervday meeds hecawse e snfendul material we gave them for thes
Madern Hores ard the substantial savings our prices enabiod them 1o make
Look over the Soaves Dluntrated snd priced 2n the inside back cover of
1hiz book—our big General Catalog Wo. 130, Nowe the prices fur all of the
material “Alresdy Cut™ and Fitted, then ait down & lerter or
use the post cavil sipodite page 558 for our beashifully o
“Henor 100" Midern Homes, which will be maiied to o

Typical of a Sears mail-order house sale during the 1908-37 promotion, all
customer needed to provide in buying the 1919 "Langston” was a lot and found.
tion. Of 37,500 homes delivered by 1927, about 25,000 were erected by t}

owners themselves.,

had turned sour, and even with such
accommodating terms, people were
forced to hold off on such a major
decision. With each passing year of
the Depression plunging the “Maodern
Homes” department deeper in the
red, Sears mail-order homes would
make their last appearance on the
pages of the 1937 catalog. While the
company continued some aspect of
the lumber operation, including the
providing of prefabricated buildings
for government housing during World
War I, the mail-order house build-
ing program was never revived.

In all, more than 100,000 Sea
homes were distributed around t
country between 1909 and 1937.Ma
current owners of these homse
consider them historic landmarl
and so much interest has been stirre
in their documentation that a ne
(1986) book titled Houses by Mail -
Guide to Mail-order Houses fro
Sears, Roebuck and Co. has bee
published by The Preservation Pres
For information write: The Nation:
Trust for Historic Preservation, 17¢
Massachusetts Ave. N W, Washingto,
D.C 20036,
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SEARS HOUSES IN ELGIN: A HISTORIC SURVEY QrLH ﬂm@&\é}

Please answer the following questions, and return this survey in the
enciosed stamped, self addressed anvelope

1. What mformatlon do you have about the history of your house?
~FVLt /\j’LfLV] (4/’35“_/5 \,1.2‘.5 “ly /(/ét"":“q o —S"ﬁt,f(, j/dLL

,4(4.(.:.6/( {jw/) &L%‘b"" Ctb/l@ﬂwﬁ"i’ /‘[4‘:44’}5 /‘{7 LLtf O Ny
- {—chtcu & Fether Curl & Coly Ay f"uwy AR Y S

2. Do you have any documentation showing that it IS (or is nmot) a

S h e? 3 i
’(eaéj,{,-so‘tfs --}‘CL{.,‘.. f ZL%[—) /a_u: /\{e%rt 'f’h,(.f(/\tf 1 // /?.ﬁ /C /“\

S&’-—qa--:b MA.»L,{/’\_, ) (f’i ? 2§ 1% Sl /,("‘ (A 4J£{

3. Do you have any old rjhotographs of the house?

YES

4. Have you made any changes to the exterior of the house?

6/’“/(_ {.cz»l"(. C Lu /24 1:/7\ f) L(CI ~ <

5. Please list other Sears houses in Elgin which you are aware of:

6. Would you like information about obtaining a historic plaque for
your house? }/E“f{;

THANKS FOR YOUR PARTICIPATION IN THIS RESEARCH!

If you would like me to contact you by telephone, list phone number
and best times to call:

If you would like to become involved in this project, tell me how you
can help. Circle your preferences:

Search for houses Prepare displays
Prepare mailings Library research

Other:
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A2 Sunday, June 15, 1997 The Courier News

Local

FOX VALLEY LANDMARKS / MICK ZAWISLAK

Ready-to-assemble homes
by Sears dot the Midwest

@i, re-fabricated homes often are associated with

j the suburban growth spurt of the 1950s, but
long before subdivisions such as Meadowdale,
i a familiar name in retailing was producing its
own brand of the American dream.

, Between 1908 and 1939, Sears, Roebuck and Co.,
produced and marketed 450 home models ranging
{rom basic box designs to elaborate knock-offs of his-
torical styles, such as Dutch Colonial or English
Tudor.

.. Customers could
browse through catalogs,
looking for an affordable
yet distinct design. Sears
was no leader in fashion
Jbut the company faithful-
ly followed existing style,
adapting the popular
ones and making them
widely available,

" Cost of the homes
ranged from $146.25 for
a two-room vacation cot-
tage (no bath) in 1911 to
85,927 for an eight-room
copy in 1921 of George

tervened.

“Right next to the book I needed was a little hook
called Houses By Mail. | started flipping through it and
aslalid' ‘These are darling houses.’ That’s what started it

That book, commissioned by the National Trust for’
Historic Preservation, was a guide to Sears homes.
Hunter began digging in and began a project to docu-
ment all the Sears homes in Elgin.

The Elgin Heritage Com-
mission last week agreed
with the idea and agreed to
give Hunter $1,000 for ex- -
penses associated with her
research, which includes a

" questionnaire mailed to
owners of suspected Sears
homes.

So far, she has located
and identified more than
150 homes resembling
those in the Sears Modern
Home catalogs in Elgin and
believes there are about 200
in the city overall. Sarosh
Saher, the city’s preserva-

Washington's Cam-
bridge, Mass., residence.,

The ready-to-assemble
homes would arrive by
rail and typicaily consist-
ed of about 30,000 sepa-
rate parts (nails not in-
¢luded). Most of the
Sears homes appeared in
towns along railroads in
the Northeast and Midwest. ()

By the time the run ended, about 100,000 of the
Sears kit homes had been purchased nationally. Hun-
dreds of those customers were from Elgin and there
was enough interest for Sears to operate a sales office
downtown for two years in 1929-30,

- Sears’ district manager, John W. Garman, lived in
the Barrington model at 337 Hamilton Ave., described
as having the “dignity of an old English home,” with
the practical interior of modern American architecture.
.. Many other Sears homes have been well-document-
&d, such as the neighboring Cornell and Puritan model
At 667 and 671 Oak St., on the west side, for example.
But there is no definitive list, which is where Rebecca
Hunter comes in,

""" Hunter, a chiropractor and entrepreneur, moved to
the northeast side of Elgin from Chicago four years
‘4go. A fascination with history and research led her to
the Gail Borden Public I "+ary for information on her
own home (which is no! a Sears kit), when fate in-

Sears Kit Homes
Date: Larly 1900s.
Significance: Rebecca Hunter moved to Elgin for
its historic homes about five years ago, and she
happened into a love affair with Sears kit homes,
a classic piece of Americana.

tion specialist, has been
consulting Hunter on the
project.

Sears has no records con-
cerning the locations of
homes that were sold, but
judging by style, most of the
Sears homes in Elgin were
built between 1923 and
1931. Eight examples have
been identified on Hamilton and seven on Oak Street.

Sears’ Modern Homes styles include single-family
cottages and bungalows, American foursquare, Dutch
Colonial, English Tudor, three-story Victorian man-
sions, farm houses, barns, duplexes and four-flats,

The homes were regarded as sturdy, inexpensive
and modern. Home kits would be delivered with manu-
als for plastering, electrical work, plumbing and heat-
ing and some were as long as 75 pages.

Homeowners may live in a Sears home and not
know it. Clues can be found in shipping labels, blue-
prints, old photographs, measurements and dimen-
sions of the house and identifying part numbers on
beams or rafters. Look for clues near the ends of
beams or the eave end of rafters or under stairs,
Hunter suggests.

“The reason I'm doing this is I don’t want this infor-
mation to get lost again,” says Hunter, who will be dis-
playing the information she has gathered during the
month of July at Gail Borden.
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THE ALHAMBRA =

? 7 he Alharmnbra is an effective Mission style of

architecture. Its exterior appearance, as
well as the interior arrangement, will appeal to
anyone who likes massiveness and plenty of room.

Details and features: Eight rooms and one bath,
Stucco exterior; curvilinear gables; overhanging
eaves; open porch and terrace in front. F ireplace in
living room; built-in sideboard in dining room;
built-in seat in sun room.

Years and catalog numbers: 19]8 (2090); 1919
(2090); 1921 (7080): 1924 (17090A); 1925
(17090A); 1926 (P17090A); 1928 (C17090A); 1929
(P17090A) ’

Price: $1,969 to $3,134
Locations: Norwood Park, [I.; Dayton, Ohio

Similar to: The Monterey

Differences: Different gable and porch designs
Year and catalog ﬁumber: 1924 (3312)

Price: $2,998




WSarah A. Parry, widow,

|

of Elgin, Kane County,

'Illincis,

1. to
QWalker 0. Lewis.,

iElgin, Kane County, Illinois.

EXAMINATION

D e ™ g

OF TITLE
0

| Lots 5 and 6 of George E. Bowen's Subdivision, in the City of

Last examination made by us August 23, 1928.

Trust Deed dated September
15, 1923 and recorded
September 27, 1928 in

Book Page

To secure her note bear-



:331 of ench wnd every ponty
in anch yeny l!ter the dame hl'&nf beginning with January 15,
1939 uatil the sum of $1288.00 shall have been paid and the

sum of $3212.00 in 5 years after the date thersof, with interest
thereon until maturity at 6 per cent Per annum, payabls monthly
from October 15, 1928 computed on the balance of said principal
sum remaining unpaid on the fifteenth day of each and every

month in each year, beginning with November 15, 1928 all of saig
Principal and interest bearing interest after maturity at the
highest rate of interest permitted to contract under ‘the laws of
the State of Illinois and all of said principal and interest
payments are to be made at The First National Bank of Chicago,
Illinoie or at such other place ag may be directed by the

Trustee herein. The ldentity of the gaid principal note ig
evidenced by the certificate thereon of said Trustee,

Conveys and warrants Lots 5> and 6 of George E. Bowen's Sub-
divigion in Elgin, Kane County, I1linois, as recorded in the
office of the Recorder, together with the tenements &c and the
rents, issues angd prefits thereof and all fixtures that may be
placed in any building now or hereafter to be placed or erected

on said land including all building material which is to be used

- for the erection of the proposed dwelling referred to herein.

Grantor covenants and agrees to erect g dwelling on the
Premises and completely finish same in good workmanlike manner
and to be ready for Occupancy within 4 months after date hereof,
sald dwelling after being completed to cost not less than $8100. 00,

It is expressly agreed and understood that the entire amount of
the consideraticn heretofore €xpressed, which this Trugt Deed is
hereby securing is to be used and applied solely for the erection

and construction of said dwelling en the Prémises as heretofors

- mentioned and is not to be used or applied for any other purposge

whatanever
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