ELGIN HISTORIC BUILDING PLAQUE PROGRAM
BUILDING PLAQUE APPLICATION FORMS
ELGIN HERITAGE COMMISSION

Building Location : Street: E C’.HICA&D sT.

Number: H b 7

Present Owner :

Original Ouwner : J@HU VN MARY LIEBB

Building Name : HEMHENS HOeJSE
Date of Construction : )g7(1

Builder : U aJ K

Architect : UK

Architectural Style : _ITA’L'A’F—JQ’TE’

# D1msc llé»'t" all Soorces ok l.w?orma:\-.\ow
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Description of Present and Original (if known) Physical Appearance :
(identify information sources)

See ATTACYED EXerlP From )99  GPH
HOVSE LuALK &u:mr/ ReseancHeDd By

Ketearv STeprens

Statement of Significance :

L architecture, commerce, community planning,

education, industry, government, religion, " social,
local, _}~ history. Please check appropriate categories and describe
the importance of the building being considered for a plaque including
information sources.
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Other Pertinent Data :

Representation in Existing Surveys:

National Register of Historic Places
Illinois Register of Historic Places
Illinois State Survey of Historic Structures
Other Surveys or Studies (please list)

111

Building Condition:

excellent
¥~ good
L fair
- deteriorated
- unaltered
- altered

Date of Application Submission : 55!97- /S-‘ 1Y ?}
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ELGIN BUILDING PLAQUE PROGRAM
APPLICATION

BUILDING'S ADDRESS 467 East. Chicago

BUILDING'S NAME

(for public/commerical structures)

If you are submitting an application for a building which you do mot owm, include
your name, address and phone number in the space below.

PHOTOGRAPH
Include a recent photograph in which the building is clearly visible.

DOCUMENTATION
Note the sources that establish the validity of the information requested on the
following page.

Attach photocopies of relevant material.
Sources should be clearly identified and the relevant parts marked.

If information is obtained from persons, attach statements signed by them as well
as information that establishes them as qualified to attest to the historical and/
or architectural value of the building.

__ National Register of Historic Places
___ Illinois Register of Historic Places
____Illinois State Survey of Historic Places
_JﬁilRecorder of Deeds, Kane County

Sanborn Maps

Subdivision Plats

City Directories

Building Permits

Newspaper Building Reports

Elgin Today

Elgin: An American History
A Field Guide to American Houses

Other (please specify): . N
The Elim Hisroenc Dis7R7¢T by EC AIFT
(.20 ATTAched
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ORIGINAL OWNER. thn and Mary Webb (See below)

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION giyea 1872

ARCHITECT (if known)

BUILDER (if known)

STATEMENT OF VALUE

Review the criteria the Heritage Commission considers in awarding a plaque.
Then attach an explanation of the historical and/or architectural value of the
building.

BUILDING ALTERATIONS

Describe any alterations that have been made to the exterior of the building.
If the dates of them are known, include them.

The property was substantiaily remodelled for Walter and Hattie
Hemmens in 1903.

The Hemmens (Walter and Hattie nee Pease) were the most prominent
residents of this house. Attached are several articles from the
Courier News relating the donation of funds for Hemmens Auditorium.

STIPULATIONS
If the building is not awarded a plaque, the application fee will be refunded.

This application and the materials submitted with it shall be retained by the
City of Elgin as a part of the permanent record of the building.

The Elgin Heritage Commission has the authority to edit and publish the infor-

mation in the submitted application. This does not in any way prohibit others'
use of the material.

The plaque, when awarded, will remain the property of the City of Elgin and shall
not in any way be altered. - It will be the city's responsibility to replace the

plaque when the situation warrants it.

In addition to agreeing to the above stipulations, the undersigned attests that
the information provided in this application is, to the best of his/her know-

ledge, accurgte. ﬁ£7
Signature /)/L’u ’/3/({\1, "A:E(UJTA“!W Date % 27)7 /6 7}

Date




467 East Chicago - The Walter P. Hemmens House

Here 1is a rich concentration of refined ornament combined
with a blend of styles and motifs from sources that can only
be imagined. My guess is that the dominant style is the
Italianate, as characterized by the heavy segmental arch
window hoods. The north bay , consisting of five round
topped windows divided by cables or twisted rope colonettes
and topped with paired brackets, make a more elaborate
composition lending credence to the theory that this bay and
similar detailing at the southeast corner of the house are
later High Victorian Italianate embellishments to the
original. To the west of the bay, a later addition to the
dining room features a triple window with a heavy bracketed
shelf beneath it. And, perhaps when the house was reported
to be a brothel, a remodeling added a fireplace on the east
end of the house, a new and gracious stair to the second
floor, and stained glass all in the Prairie Style. Evidence
of a lively dialogue between the mason building the chimney
and the carpenter embellishing the sitting room windows
remains. The small horizontal terracotta twisted rope
molding seems to "tie" the wood cornice back together, after
if has been "broken" by the chimney flue.
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452 and 456 East Chicago
Elaborate sawn wood brackets, such as those supporting the entrance
overhead at No. 452, and intricate scrollwork, like that in the gable
angle on No. 456, were produced ready-made by factories. Locally this
gingerbread was turned out by Emanuel Rinehimer, his son Charles,
and his son-in-law, James R. Broyles.

er TAX ASSESSor'S ofF Flce
(7L P 427555 467 East Chicago —w
nd

Erected in the seventies, this home was remodeled in 1903 for Mr. a
Mrs. Walter P. Hemmens, who lived here until 1912. Mrs. Hemmens,

|
!
{

4

the former Hattie Pease, was the heiress of a local distiller who helped
establish the First National Bank. She bequeathed the funds used for
the construction of the Hemmens Auditorium in the Civic Center. /
Note the spiral decoration between the bay windows; it also appearson |

L/Elﬂ(lme at No. 477 in the next block.

TURN RIGHT AT SOUTH CHANNING
15-17 South Channing
John C. Henderson was the first local manufacturer of hollow concrete
blocks, advertised as cheaper than brick and more durable than wood
siding. They were a popular building material for homes in Elgin after
the turn of the century. Hammond Torpedo sand from pits in the
southwest corner of Hanover Township, when combined with portland

15-17 South Channing under construction
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Obituary ;

“rington ahdh in

- former Winnte Sandmire;

 the Stout funeral home until
'Wednesday
(church until the tlme of service.

| night after

Elgia (1) Daily Courler-News . MaddayApril 1, 19&

JESSE L. WILLARD '
(Elgin) L. -

In Chicago'
attie P. Hemmens,
Walter P. Hemmens

Jesse L. Willard, 70, of 304 N.
Commonwealth Ave,, Sun-

v L
day morning in Sherman|hospital’ Dles
after a lingering Hiness. \ | |

rs!

> NS,
| agn, in t ldow of

maintenance depATiment &l .nbar of a ploncer Elgin fam4|!

Elmin High school and more e ji¢ dind early today in her apart<
cently at the Sherwin 'bul?ﬂmz.‘n{t‘mt at 1h; Edg);water Biaé
Formerly she farmed  near Bar-'potel in Chicago where she had
the Grayslake made her home for several yeaf
] She was 83 years.old, having beg¢n/
born in Eigin April 30, 1873, | !

area. \ H i
Mr. Willard was born in Lee
enunty near Dixon, Nov, 20,1886, |

Avenue Church of the Brethren.

Surviving are the widow, [T, g caime oElen i e

the 15505 'and for more than a geh-
: re; three . ation were ldentified with the
daughters,  Miss Laura Willard, |ojtv'g husiness and social life. Mr.,
Elgn, Miss Grace “Willard, Mo-ippage was a member of the pri-
line, and 'Mrs.  Louis r;‘fiarzhu)|‘.ﬂle nanking firm of Lawrence;
James, ‘Neshxoro, Wis; 8ix sons, Pease & Town which, in the 'Six-
Galen and Glen, Dixon. John|(ies, became the First Natlonal
North "HallyWwood) ! Calif., and|Bank. Mr. Pease'was also one
Frnn.k..'Chea{e-l' and Leslie, all ollof the founders .of the Eigm‘
Barrington:® 13 ‘grandechildren;!National Wateh Co, and gave a
one  greal - grandchild;  three substantial ‘portion of the watch
brothers, Guy, George and Roy, factory building site to the ius
all of Inxon, dnd five sisters, fant industry to Induce it to log
Mrs. Charles  (Ethely  Menschicate in this community.
and Mrs. Jesse (Zoe) Eads, both|Traveled Widely &
c;:.’[:ig-.n. Mrs, Nellie Fruin and|  Mrs. Hemmens and her
Mrw. Stanley (Ruth) Raven, bothihushand, whoss death occurred
of Santa Monica, Calif, and Mrs, Oct. 30, 1941, were widely trave
Yalter tAgnes) Russell, Keokuk, eled having visited and writtert
Ia. i |about out-of-the-way places .in

He was preceded In death by a|the far corners, of the earth.

3on, Vernan, in 1934 and two Elgin newspaper readers of &
hrrsjh--rs. } . s past generation still recall Mr!

Funeral services: will .be held|Hemmens' “Dear Dick”  travel
Wednesday at 1 p. m. at the High-|letters addressed to the late

Richard Lowrle, editor of the
Flgin. Daily News, and later re4
printed in book form. K ;
Word of Mrs. Hemmens' death
following several months of: des
clining health was received by
A J. Wilkening of the First Nas
tional bank and he went to Chid

land  Avenue " Church' of the
Hrethren with tha: Rev, Glen W,
MreFadden, pastor, officlating.
lurfal will ‘be in Avon cemetery,
CGraysiake. Friends may -call at
noon. and

at .the

arrangements.

No Immediate Survivors "
In addition to her husband;
Mrs. Hemmens was preceded In
death by a sister, Sarah Pease
Innes, éd a brother, Charles F\
Pease.
survivors. \ 2
Friends may call altek noon
'on Tuesday at the Walt-Ross-Al:
lanson funeral chapel. v

MISS CORINNE R. HIGGINS

(Elgin),

Miss Corinne R. Higgins, 357
Hamilton Ave,, ‘died Saturday
a lingering lliness:
She was barn in Elgin March 11,
1926, the "daughtet| of Paymond
and Loretts White Higgins, and
had been a life-long resident of
this city. The only Immediate
survivor besides the parents is one
brother, Raymond D. Higgins of
Elgin. ! b

Funeral services-'will be held
at 9 a. wn. Tuesday in the O'Con-

(-

HARRY C. HANSON
(Geneva) Bl
Funeral services for Harry €.

/” Hattie Hemmens}

) A Mrs. Hemmens was a daughtec|,
(He was @ membes’ of Hightand |, 'yyier L. and Sarah (Fowleb)])

i
latg |

cago to assist-with Lh*}uneml

There are no immediate}

AR
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by the R4
church, wh

honored tr
/

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS of priesth
v.. Fr. Philip L. Kennedy, pastor of St.. Laurence
o is shown here with His Excellency, the Most Rev,
Thomas libras Lane (left), bishop of Rockford. The bishop

e jubilarian by presiding at mass offered 'by Father
" "Kennedy. £ .

_Cougio;-Nc:j Phofo
oA

ood was celebrated Sunday

DR. MARY MARTIN MARKS

(Billings, Mont.)

Dr. Mary| Martin Marks died

Sunday in &t. Vincent's hospital

following allong illness, She was
r. Frederic S. Marks,

the wife of I

_BUSAN HILL

ror funersl nome, and at 9:30 in
E1. Mary's church:
! Burial will belin Mt
cemetery. | -

The rosary will be recited at
7:30 tonight in the funeral home,
where friends may call.© 3

Hope

(Elgin) |

Funeral arrangements for Su-
wan Hill, 2, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs, Clifford . L./ Hill of South
Elgin, who was Kllled Saturday
nizght in an autdmobile collision
east of Elgin, are being made at
the O'Connor funeral home by
N: A.  Gustafson.!'In addition to
‘er partntﬁ. Susan Is_surviv
by a sister, Debbie, 4. -

‘MRS, BERTHA LEITNER
GLIDDON | bl

(Hampshire) |

Mrs. Bertha - Leltner Gliddon,
75, died Saturday night In the
Lydia Rest|home at Hampshire.
. She was born Dbc. 1, 1881, on

who. is the son of Mrs. Charles
F. Marks, |;1020 Bellevue Ave,,
Elgin. Besides the widower, she
s survived|| by three children,
John, Mary| Ellen and Frances,
all at home. 3

During
Marks was|

Hanson, 68, of 1109 W, State Sti,
Geneva, ‘will be held at 2 p, m,
Tuesday In the chapel of 201
James St.,-Geneva. kS
Mr, Hanson, who died Friday in
Geneva Community:hospital, was
an attdrney, banker and c¢lvic
leadédy, and was president of the
State\Bank of Geneva. He had
been rhayor, clty ‘attorney, a fed-|
eral bankruptcy referee and
ident of the school board. g

He held the rank of army lieu-

World ‘War II Dr.
on - the staff of St.
Luke's hospjtal, Chicago, visited
frequentlyrler Elgin and has many
friends here{ She was a gradunte
of Northwesteyn Medical school

pres-
! s~lwith the class of 1940.

tenant’ in ‘World War I - .W_ednesﬁnyfaliernoon at Billings.
Survivors ‘Include his widow,| = vl [ o
Julia; two daughters, Mrs. Bar-|Card of Thanks s

.
. The family of the lat:e Ethel M.
Wicks wish/in this way to thank

bara O'Connell and Mrs. Marjorie
Nelson; and threﬁ'grandchlldren.,‘
Mi

A sister, Mrs. Minnle Johnson,|the Reverend Forrest Johnson for
also survives. ; i|his kind ard comforting words;

- ——i— . 7 ilirelatives, neighbors apd/{riends
MRS. ILIE ZENZ - dfor the beajtiful floral offerings

| (Rfiral Woodstock) 2
| Mrs. Emilie Zenz, 75, of rural
Woodstock dled yesterday In Mes
morial hospltal for McHenry
county In Woodstock. She was
‘born Sept. 11, 1881. Her husband,;

and kind expressions of sympathy
extended thém during their recent
beteavement; also, those ‘who so
kindly donsited the use of their
cars. | B2as

'+ ¢ the Leltner {farm horth of Hamp-

In:ﬁ!glr;qui'xn

George, preceded her in death. [}

| Funeral services will e held| |

Card of Thanks
+'The family of the late
W, Goodyear wish to thank rela-

tives, neighbors and friends for

beautiful floral offerings and kind

expressions. of sympathy;

al
Reverend -Carleton, C. Rogers IE
t

his comforting words in our,
bereavement. |

Card of Thanks

rece

{The husband and ‘relatives of

the lafe Lila E. Harding sinéerely
thank the frlends and nelghbars
who assisted during the illness and
bereavement; the Reverends L. J.
Jetferson and Dyer; those loaning
cars and for other forms of coh-
dolences. 2
Sherm

an Harding, husband,

f and relatives.
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Hospital Rezoning
lg# . ¥ ] I | il
Hearing April 17 |
A public hearing on an applida-
tion by Shérman hasplital to re-
zpne property at 945 Center St.
from A residential to P for mo-
tor! vehlcle parking 'will ‘be can-
ducted -April 17 by the Elgin zon-
ing board of rp,penh in room| 5
f clty hall | ‘.
| The . proposed parking lot [is
part of the hospital’s’expansipn
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@his Indenture MWitnesseth, me v oo o, |
- i
Walter P.Hemmens and Hattie Peave Hemmens, his wife, i
¢
a !
ofthe City of Rlgin in the County of Kane and Stats of Illinois 1 i
for and In consideration of the sum of 8ix Thousand - DOLLARS, '
| i In hand paid, CONVEY and WARRANT to g i
[ ‘ I C.F.0'lara ; i
| 4
of the City of Rlgin County of Kane and State of I1linoise i
the following described Real Estate, to-wit: :
¢
Lot One (1) (exoept the South 50 feet thersof) in Block One (1} of John Webb's Subdivision of i
mm
lj ‘' Tote B-6-7 and B in Jas., T.Gifford's Addition to Rlgin, and of Out Lots III and VII in the City f;
- of Blgin, Kane Oounty, Ills., es per plat thereof on record in the Remorder's Office_of ! [
Eane County,

situated in the  C1ty of Elgin in the County of Kane in the State of Miinols, hereby releasing and waiving all rights
under and by virtue of the Homestead Exemption Laws of (BB BitE* the State of Illinoie ] )

Witness our hande and seals
st thie 11th dap of Mly ; A.D 1918

Signed, Sealed and Dolivered in the Presence of
i Walter P.Hemmeans

Hattle Pease Hemmens oy

DD

TATE OF ILLINOIS

[] &mz, of l:mL ]"' LOsorge W,0los, & Notary Publie

. In and for sald Coumtp, in the State aforesatd, DO HEREBY CERTIFY, That Raltor P.Hemnene and
y Battie Pease Hemmens, his wife, who are,

i. n‘%i?;'ﬁ;i“" ! :

mumnu g parosn 8 ihasd hiwe © 826 pubseribed do thé
M psard belons mé N dap in poreon, and dcknowledged thar® he Soigned, sealed and
qhmm&_mu - thedy frée and voluntarp act, for the uses and purposss

ihe Piloass and wétver of the righ of himestead -
-Hﬁ“nﬂn Beslibs  18h  dpy My AD e '

Qnorgo w.dloi
Notary Publie

o

So o s

R O YR
h-untl.ﬂdcrco. Rocordet,
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ELGIN—PAST AND PRESENT

Lor"ganized with a capital stock of $500,- .

L0 and a board of directors elected, of
'which B. F. Lawrence, of Elgin, was a
‘member.
. The first watch ever made in Elgin was
“of the English pattern (18 size), full
late, key wind, with quick train and
Ustraight line escapement, and so designed
‘that the hands were set at the back. The
ﬁatch is still carefully preserved among
‘the valued relics of the company.
The company celebrated the New Year
of 1866 by taking possession of the new

charge of the jeweling room. Eben Han-
cock was secured to take charge of the
balance department. The flat steel de-
partment was supervised by William M.
Goodrige ; James Fairchild the gilding de-
partment; D. G. Currier the finishing, and
J. F. Gilson the adjusting room.

~ The pioneer watch put on the market
was christened the B. W. Raymond and
was an extra-jeweled, 15 movement, and
was delivered to the dealers April 1, 1867.
Then came. the H. Z. Culver in, July of -
that year, and before the close of the

T s

ch Factory Buildings Before the Present Buildings Were Erected

g and commenced in earnest the
anufacture of watches. The employees
r‘;_d_f,imder many difficulties at first,
ing , without much-needed machinery,
tﬂ’q‘watches were of good quality and

exact. time, which was encourag- 3

as found necessary to add sev-

nts at once and according-

‘ bb was engaged to have super-
fi of the dial department, which was
ed  south of.the main building,
ere a small structure had been erected.
H. Bagley was hired to take

3

year the Taonr,JVVheeler, Laflin, and & f
Ryerson, all slow movements, were pro- el

duced and ready for the market. Soon
after several other grades were made,
consisting of the Fargo, Farwell, Ferry, |
and Ogdén, all named in honor of the
leading men of the company at that
time. :

The Raymond and Culver movements
were of the straight line escapement and
quick train pattern. The others men-
tioned were of the slow train model with
right angle escapements.




in the downtown area
Community hu;iehms. anewcity hall, a llbran
Something that would be both aumclne,md practical.
Something that would create a sense of community pride.
Something that would rejln'urmtv the downtown area and lure
businesses and people to Elgin. '

As other towns and cities in northern Nlinois grew and

prospered inthe decade of the 1930s, I+ lgin remained stagnant,
'From the years 1950to 1960, the population increased only 500
“Businesses lelt town,
The downtown district deteriorated.
Then there was adream. A dream of an expansive civic center

D [C Cowr/ g
MEW S

[}

It began inauspiciously, with
Hemmens, the daughter of Walte:
made his money through a local d
president of the First National Ba:
Mrs. Hernmens died in 1957;

In her will, Mrs. Hemmens left



ipsto thelmoon and other-orbiting flights, B

eniden F M N tpmsks €atp W sese. iy bewrees Lt Seians pan o wass

1 less com«l‘ﬂ. and recewed less'pubHe- _ TuiTre. <. LT TR
vt

i

i “Brcasws of what ye ey

ter be:

| It began mauspicmusb wth the’ ll of the late‘fame P, purpose of building a community|. ility and auditorium,
Hemrnens, the daughter of Walter L. 'T*r 58,8 ‘wealthy wanwho  Togetherwith: he federally spq ored urban renewal program,
‘made his money through a local distills -y and who lat - became  thedreamofa ¢ 7ic center becat - 1 dlStlDCtPOSSlblmS’
pres;dent of the First National Bank. . * .~ b4 . “But there wi 3 3till the necus ity for .a referendum. City -
| Mrs. Hemmens died in 1957; : R * officials needed. . ~suppart of the ommunity’.
| In her will, Mrs. Hemmens left mor. ., 'an $1.25 mill "1 for the It was necessa "y: 0 tear down 5 -ouildings on the propased civic
. center site. At 15 876 busmesse “ad to either relocate or cease
operation. iy X |
The city needl it 1D mﬂlion:éj ~.3 million for land acquisition
and$1.2millionf  1e construct aofthe proposed new city hall. ~
Another §2.9m . nwould bc ained in the form of a federal,
urbanrenewalgr ; . o
Plans to locate .rst a post % ice and Jater its new Second -
District appellate surt building|| Td on the site were announced.
/Ihe dream ¢ame c‘lcrser to reair 7when a referendum was held’
il .“‘*;--" S A G i
vl i Alleg £k i, <
5 ‘,E‘let ¥ials endos 3ing mern:n‘* i
‘ivn""‘""_ weoe o Eni r...."_" ign m e, [
. a}‘ e e P «hof., S Aand L. .ourage to
“reach or an opportunity that -3ffers gromh " reported the .
Couri "News.
T Jit'is a mhuch needed 47 ; toward remvenanon of ns
: centr ‘area, provided throu,gl' ‘the' Hemmens community
bmldu(, a facility the city. veryL ri 1ch needs; and replace a city
hall th Jistbw ont the state fire n~: shall ’s list. The center willbe |
. both an area of beauty and util provxdmg Elgin with both =
modem facilities to sérve its cmz :and an :mage of gruwth ‘and
- vigor."
LA (4 wﬂl bﬂng addmon "people into, Elgin; provide
: addmenal parking; €ncourage i, i -'ovemnent in adjacent areas:
stabalize real estate values. | jughout the city; provide
undreds.of jobs dm'mg the cons?| ation period; attract nahoruzl
-dttention to the city; ‘and helpin.| :against contmued spread of
¢ higher taxes to residential proper. s
.ow .. ..we spend row to gainla needed rebzrt.h and needed
7 facilities for the c1ty, Or' we will spend later anyhow — and gain
"nothmg
.- Thereferendum passed The vu ewasﬁ ,996 yes and 3 668no.
.V The project was started. By 1970it was completed. .
" . .Today.there is a modern citﬂ hall. There is. the Hemmens -
 community building and .auditoritsh. There is the Gail Borden :
5 Iﬂxbrary,approvedmyet another.referendum. . :
There isthe Appeliate Court Buildmg ’I‘here ma post office.
. Ttisall there, today. |
T And there isa bEginnmg of dehvm'y on the promise Elgin's
f!ovmtown has ‘been in a proceen of change and modermzation
tince its completion. = | i T,
- This year saw the beginm g of the mall program and
7 organization of the Downtuwners Awo efforts that will meah a
drastically revlsed cem.ra] business dfstrlct bel‘ore the end of thls

¢




Courler-News Photo

! the County Board of Super-
the left are Fred J. Kobel,
hn Rauschenberger of Elgin,
Dundee and Robert Damisch

‘las an anti - Communist liaison

LANGS DVIHIIV ;

Refineries
In Havana

WASHINGTON (AP)—Alexand-
er Rorke told an anti-Communist:
meeting today he was aboard a
ptane that dropped 'five defen-
sive bombs'' on refineries in Ha-
vana Thursday night.

Rorke, listed on the program
as a television reporter-photogra-
did not explain what he
meant by “defensive bombs" but
was a play on
words on the contentions by the
Russians that they have only de-
fersive weapons in Cuba.

“The bombs went off, but the
tanks did not blow," he said.

He added ‘‘we made two passes
—they can't deny it.”

Rorke spoke to a meeting billed

Later, Rorke told a reporter he
was from New York City and had
been a reporter for the National
Broadcasting Company in Cuba
and was imprisoned there when
Fidel Castro came to power, He
said also it was his boat, Vie-
lynn 111, which was taken by the

Rorke introduced a man to the
assembly as Laureano Batista,
and said, “He won't say he did it,
and [ won't say he did; it." This
was in reference o any role in
Thursday night’s operation.:

Rorke said that “as to where we

(the plane) left from,” he could
say that "it was a small land

mass off.the- Eurasian continent.” |gain to almost no one”

% —_—

ask for
confirmation of the industrialist,
Arnold H. Maremont, Chicago, as
chairman of the Illinois Public
Aid Commission when the Senate
reconvenes Tuesday.

Angry GOP Readlet Vofe

To Fire IPAC Chalr

SPRINGFIELD (UPD)— A mil-

lionaire industrialist and the llli-
nois
embattled today on the issues of
racism, birth control
much money should go for pub-
lic Awelfare.

Democratic regime were

‘and. how

Angry Republicans p!anned to
reconsideration of the

Only Wednesday, Maremont, a

Democratic appoim'ee and leader ;
Maremont Outlines

Views on Public Ald

BELLEVILLE, IIl. (UPI)— The

myth Bat public aid is a Negro
problem has' caused the Negro
child the most suffering, Arnold
H. \{arem_ont said Thursday
night.

Maremont, chairman of the !j.ll

nois Public ‘Aid Commission,
spoke at & meeting of the: County
Welfare Services Committees.

Public services which are “tan-

gible’'—police and [ire protection,
education—do not cause contro-
versy because ‘“the taxpayer or
his dear ones will be the

beneficiaries,” Maremont sal.

“But . .

ect|cent in blind assistance, and about

public aid is a bar-
because

of a oomrcrvers:a! plan for state-
paid birth control for welfare re-
cipients, receiv confirmation
from the GOP Senate.

But in a Chicago news confer-
ence Thursdgy, Maremont ac-
cused unnamed Republican sena-
tors of “anti-Negro bias."

He said a deficiency appropria-
tion for relief checks for the
month of May was being delayed
“by a group of willful men in the
Republican Senate who are hold-
ing up checks for neody persons
week after week.”

“These men are venting their

taxpayers rarely have direct re-
lationship with relief recipients, he
said. P
More taxes -may be needed to
meet the $700 million request for
funds for the department's re-
quirements .in the 196365 bienni-
um. Taxpayers see only the sum,
he said, and do not realize “it's a
white problem that has been
forced upon the Negro who has
bacome the blunted object.”
Maremont said non-whites make
up only-20.8 per cent of reciplents
of old age -assistance, 27.3 per

50 -per cent in disability assist-
ance. “Does this sound like a

ad

i

I
q:dcen o Axd to Dependent Chil- 1
dren reci enumanef*ortwget H
even with those Nngmes who' .
voted for|‘Chicago Mdyor Richard’
J. Daleyfm the IaitJe[ectlm."_:

said. 3!

ner's officel to protest. -7’
on the Senate floor to |’
denounce;/ the auto parts manu- Jf
facturer hs “an unmidgated Har* |
and a- “‘do-gooder .. (w[th) hls ‘}
head in the clouds.”

“The S¢nate should take action
to m_fke im a full-time business:
man, Sen. John A. Graham.
“We'll ’II'F Maremont on Tuesday,
if the g emordoeando it be--
fore the I” said lnother senator. [

'I'l'}ego?emrmadbi known he |
would taKe no action. | o

Even n; the ‘battle mged ‘Mare-
mont’s cémmlssion stopped writ- |
ing checks, A spokesman said the |
commissipn ran outrof:mey af-
ter wrmng checks for recipients
who get ! their paymenq during
the fi ‘three days of each |
month, AL :

“We'll I’ul] a day behind now
for every, day the hegisla.ture fails }
to appropriate .money,” " the ¥
spok ‘said. | |

The general assembly came
closer tol reaching |agreement
the appropriation. Republicans
sisted ol putting hmlu qn indi-
vidual payments and |the
crats refused to go h

v

,Esz
;‘zaﬁ-\g- e
kT

Negro problem?” he asked.

' Hemmehs Agreemén’r ef :

sides said agreement lmno&-
sible heﬁme ncxt iwp !
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pher,
presumably it
Weekend
Damper -
Partly cloudy tonight. Low
in upper 40s. Saturday con-
siderable cloudiness and mild,
§ ) showers likely by evening.
431 High in 60s. South:to south- |seminar.
east winds 5-10 mph tonight
redi and 10-18 mph Saturday. Sun-
ved| day showers, mild.
nu- Temperatures the past 24 hours
b at the Elgin Dally Courler-News
ré-l S, weather station.
Wt rpyraday
hy sp.m.. 2 gnm.‘- 452
3o.m. ..0i 50| 3 p.m. L. 4 | British,
atl ¢ p'm’ L E210piml Ll 44
hat! 5 p.m. . 53|11 wm, .l 42
re- 6 p.m. 51imednight ... 41
an-|  Today -
1 nm, 4 7 am, 44
2 um, f 8 a.m, 30
3 am. . 2409 am. 55
4 am. . 0 a.m. B0
’ 5am. . .m. 67
6am ...... inoon ...... 68
Temperatare range 24 hours
ending noon April 267 1962 #7-51.
e
City; Bank to Sign
ord| -
ov.
the
in-
rase
los-
A rcsolutm was passed by the
Ker-| | City Council Thursday authorizing
g&‘; . city officials 1o execute an agree-
s ment with the First National Bank
um, { - of Elgin ‘concerning erec.
ear, i tion and maintenance of the Hattie
an P. Hemmens Community Building
l in the Civic Center project.
R of the “agreement, with
| the acting as trustee under. |
| ithe late Mrs, Hemmens' will, are
that the city will provide a site

a mumclpa! bui]dmg in accord-
ance with terms of the Hémmiens
will. i

" The bank wﬂl put. kcess funds;”
il any, in a separate ‘endowment.
trust fund to be

2 dedicated to. '
maintenance of the community
b‘.ﬂ’di Y b 45

.tion vnth over all p!anmng of the
Civic Center.

. The trustees under. the sgroe-w !
ment will make all final decisions

as to functions, purposes and uses!
~ for_the. multiple use building dur-|
"'ing design and construction, but
-these . used must be
-municipal uses in regards to red-
sonable maintenance,

- The bank agrees to: work wﬂ.h
the city.through the city rnmager

-,mddeplrtmmheadsatvaﬂm.\

. Part 1
Grmt.ls r
-Houdng :

b‘  Agency's Chlélkp office

acquilitioa app%a[sal of lhe km "

ﬁeldworkabwtasperoeﬂ:m "
pleted. £ |
The first appraisal of rremov-

able objects is nearly ﬁﬂcem e
(g s
Tt

complete, Corr reported
tion

’%?nee ‘

I4will

s, proceeding on schedule ] AT
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467 EAST CHICAGO

Hattie’s Haven of Bliss

Thisis the original property of Johnand Mary
Webb. John Webb, animmigrant from England,
was the supervisor of the Dial Department at the
Elgin Watch Factory. He platted the lots for
Rugby and Warwick and gave the streets names
reminiscent of England. And he chose thiscorner
of Warwick and Chicago Street to build hishome.
In 1876, he sold the house to Jennie and William
Clouoman, who in turn sold it in 1891 to Eliza-
beth B. Clark. She lived there just two years
before selling it to Walter and Hattie Hemmens,
the most famous of all the past dwellers on this

property.

Hattie Pease Hemmens was born in Elgin in
1873. Her parents, Walter and Sarah Pease, were

L

well-identified with the city's prominent busi-
nesses and socialites. Mr. Pease was a member of
the private banking firm of Lawrence, Pease &
Town, which in the 1860s became the First Na-
tional Bank. Mr. Pease was also one of the
founders of the Elgin National Watch Company
and gave a substantial portion of the watch fac-
tory building site to the infant industry to induce
it to locate in this community.

Daughter Hattie married Walter Hemmens
and spent her married life traveling to faraway
places. Inorder to tell about their travels, Walter
wrote a travel column for the Elgin newspaper
called “Dear Dick”, referring to the late Richard
Lowrie, editor of the Elgin Daily News. His




letters were later reprinted in book form.

Walter and Hattie had no children.
Walter died in 1941, and when Hattie died
in 1957, she was living in the Edgewater
Beach Hotel in Chicago, and had no immedi-
b oate family. AMr. A.]. Wilkening from the First
National Bank heard of her death and went to
Chicago to take care of the arrangements.

She left behind a will, stating that the city
would provide (with her estate of more than
$1.25 million) a site of approximately 85,000
square feet to be the Hattie P. Hemmens Commu-
nity Building in the Civic Center Project. It was
to have off-street parking for approximately 500-
700 cars, and it was to be used as a community
facility and an auditorium. It was built in the
1970s as part of what was to be the rejuvenation
of downtown Elgin. It still remains, and is the
home of the Elgin Symphony Orchestra, Elgin
Expo, and many other community events.

Had the Gifford Park Association been around
at that time, they might have stepped in and said,
“Don’t tear down all the beautiful old buildings
-- renovate them!” And they might have sug-
gested building the Hemmens Auditorium in an
architectural style that would compliment a turn-
of-the-century city like Elgin.

Hattie and Walter obviously had a strong
appeal for architectural grandeur, because this

year's “Restoration in Progress” is an example of .

many styles. Itis a rich concentration of refined
ornament combined with a blend of styles and
motifs from sources that can only be imagined.

The dominant style is Italianate, as character-
ized by the heavy segmental arch window hoods.
The north bay, consisting of five round topped
windows divided by cables or twisted rope
colonettesand topped with paired brackets, make
amoreelaborate composition lending credence

I\

detailing at the southeast corner of the
house are later High Victorian Italianate
embellishments to the original. To the
west of the bay, a later addition to the
dining room features a triple window with a
heavy bracketed shelf beneath it.

d

There were at one time, breathtakingly beau-
tiful and much more appropriate stained glass
windows throughout the first floor of the house.
They were removed by a previous owner and
replaced by the Prairie Style glass. The current
owners have actually seen their original win-
dows and would very much like to buy them
back. Hopefully, this will be possible someday.

Evidence of a lively dialogue between the
mason building the chimney and the carpenter
embellishing the sitting room windows remains.
The small horizontal terra-cotta twisted rope
molding seems to “tie” the wood cornice back
together, after it has been “broken” by the chim-
ney flue.

Inside, you will see magic that has been
worked by the present owners as they bring the
grandeur backinto the house. Thelarge spacious
livingroom with its vast bay window view of the
street has the open airy feeling of Prairie Style,
and is decorated in amore appropriate Victorian
or Italianate motif. The dining room is magnifi-
cent, with its array of patterned wallpaper and
marble fireplace.

Probably the most spectacular renovation to
take place so far is the seven-color paint scheme
that the owners have so skillfully applied to the
exterior. Board by board, this house is being
stripped, sanded and painted by the owners.

Take note of the kitchen as you leave, and use
your imagination for what this room might
someday be, when Randy and Vickirestore it as
nicely as they have the other rooms in this

to the theory that this bay and similar
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467 EAST CHICAGO

Hattie’s Haven of Bliss
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windows throughout the first floor of the house.
They were removed by a previous owner and
replaced by the Prairie Style glass. The current
owners have actually seen their original win-
dows and would very much like to buy them
back. Hopefully, this will be possible someday.

Evidence of a lively dialogue between the
mason building the chimney and the carpenter
embellishing the sitting room windows remains.
The small horizontal terra-cotta twisted rope
molding seems to “tie” the wood cornice back
together, after it has been “broken” by the chim-
ney flue.

Inside, you will see magic that has been
worked by the present owners as they bring the
grandeur backinto the house. The large spacious
livingroom with its vast bay window view of the
street has the open airy feeling of Prairie Style,
and is decorated in a more appropriate Victorian
or Italianate motif. The dining room is magnifi-
cent, with its array of patterned wallpaper and
marble fireplace.

Probably the most spectacular renovation to
take place so far is the seven-color paint scheme
that the owners have so skillfully applied to the
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10th Annual

1 991
HISTORIC
ELGIN

HOUSE TOUR

Sunday, September 8
9:30 to 6:00

"When we build, let us think that we build forever. Let it not be for present
delight nor for our use alone. Let it be such work as our descendants will
look upon with praise and thanksgiving in their hearts.”

Jolin Ruskin
c. 1890




BUILDING PLAQUE PROGRAM
PLAQUE CRITERIA RANKING WORK SHEET

Address of Building Under Consideration '_:55664?2§:

Average Scores

I Architectural Value /8'83
II Maintenance of Building ;;
III Historical Value -/
IV Age of Building ' /&
Average Total Score :7:3

*Note: To qualify for a plagque a building must receive at
least 50 or more points for a total average score.

Voting Record

Members

Criteria

A IT i 1 IV
1. John Roberson, Chairman /8 A 17 .
2. Barbara Evans 0 /8 20 -
3. Rebecca Minetti /9 / -20 L
4. Lynda Bloom-DeGroot il ~ _::; .
5. William Ristow /9 V3% /9 -
6. Pat Quillman 20 /6 L L
7. Judy Lugar 2 v i _;:; .
8. Steve Grosland /7 /6 _ili .
9. . -
TOTAL SCORES NS (e /_/_-f?: i

Note: Voting can only take place if 5 or more members of
the Elgin Heritage Commission are present. The high and low
scores in each category will be dropped prior to determining
the average scores by category and total average score.
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Points - Age of Building - 1992

Points - Because of their uniqueness,

20 - Any structure built between 1835 and 1865 will be awarded
the maximum number of points (20).

Points ~Age of Building Year of Construction
19 . . . . « * 120.6 years 0ld...cecese..1871 or earlier
18 = = « = ** 114.3 years O0Fl.issnssena18/8 "
17 ¢« « « s = = 108 M ieeescsesiaslB84 " "
16 « « « « « » 102 " ol E———— . o
18 & 5 w w » =« 2D " T =
14 % % % = = » BI " W o ksmsmasswewsd303 ¥ »
13 & 5 % #% = = - 83 " LI g i 111" I "
12 & % & % W W 48 " O T 0 " 5 1 "
1Y & » = & & = 48 " LT —— - . S "
10 . « =« « . « 64 " ol ORI ———— e =

- T - ¥ | " T — |- a
B i 4 w s w ow O " T ——— - D -
T 5 % s » % « B9 " T T 1L "
6 5 s % w % & 3B " b e 8 % W 92 BDE T "
5 s o & s » & 382 " B s i bd s A we w60 T "
B o o & o & & &9 " RO .- - S "
. O T = ™Y g — e - S "
2 o 5w e ow e L3 = o R—— - - B e
1 5 5 & » = » 6 " W s e s e wem ewl o8B "

0 . ¢ ¢ o o o« 5 years or less.......1987 or later

* calculated as follows: (current year - 1865) x 19/20

**% calculated as follows: (current year - 1865) x 18/20





