Building Plaque Application -

Name

s J e 2y ;< L »
Bmldmg Address : o 7/ ) oo K - -)7Lﬁ [l Z( )
Building Name '
Original Owner ) ARTIN  ROEFER
Date of Construction /5T
Archirect (if known)
; ; o)
Builder (if known) A S e AL AROS,
Check if attached:

- (<] Statement O Value -

Please reviéw the criteria on page 5. The Elgin Hentage Commission uses these criteria to review your
application and award a plaque. Attach an explanauon of the historical and architectural value of the building:
Attach photocopies of relevant materials such as copies of Sanborn maps, original property deeds-and City
Directory listings. Apphcauons w1thout these requlrements will not be considered by the Elgin Hentage

Commission. y* g

[ Building Alterations - -

Describe any alterations to the exterior of the building and include dates Artach desctiption to the

apphcauon

[ Photagraph

Include a recent photograph in WhICh the bmldlng is clearly visible. Addmonal photographs deplcung a
close up and detalls of decorative features are helpfu[

Stipulations

-If the building is not awarded a plaque the apphcatlon fee of $15.00 will be refunded. L
This application afid submitted materials shall be retained by the City of Elgm as a part of the permanent
record of the building.
The Elgin Heritage Commission has the authonty to edit and publish the mformanon submitted in the
application. This does not prohibit others from using the information. :
When awarded, the plaque will remain the property of the City and cannot be altered or removed from the
_building. It is the City’s resp0n51b1hty to replace the plaque if and whén the situation warrants it.
In addition to agreeing to the above stipulations, the under51gned attests that the mformauon prowded is,
'to the best of his/her knowledge, accurate. S

Owner’s Sngnature ' : . l : : Date _
~. Signed 7}1,91/ 7/ /7”) f?"&’fﬁ, ' Date ,/_.,g; ~def— Pl
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Historical/Architectural

In the 1850's, Vincent S. Lovell owned a large farm east of the Fox River and north of
the town of Elgin. Over time, pieces of the farm were annexed to the now incorporated
city of Elgin. One of the annexed pieces of Lovell's farm was named Lovell's Addition.
Ithiel C. Towner acquired lots 7 and 8 of block 8 of the Addition and named it "I. C.
Towner's Subdivision," thus making his own empire of 9 lots. Towner built his own house
at 706 Douglas Avenue on lots 1 and 2 of his subdivision. He was a blacksmith who came
to Elgin in 1851. Good fortune was his friend: by the early 1870's he was operating his
carriage making business out of a large, two story, brick building approximately where
the post office now stands on N. Grove Avenue.

Towner sold the remaining lots in his subdivision, with lot 5 going to Martin Roefer in
1889. The 1890-91 Elgin City Directory lists Roefer at 217 Summit Street; the 1894-95
directory indicates Martin Roefer at 717 Brook Street. The true address of the property is
715 Brook; a 1939 update of the 1913 Sanborn Map shows 715 and 717 Brook at the
same location. Deeds to the property state 715. The Elgin Daily Courier, December 31,
1892, published its annual review of construction in that year on p. 1, 1t states "Hayward
Brothers have built a neat residence on Brook Street for M. Roefer, costing $2,200."

Martin Roefer was a German immigrant who came to Elgin in 1883. Shortly after, he
began working at the George M. Peck Company, a dry goods store on S. Grove Avenue.
For more than 40 years, Mr. Roefer was the manager of the carpet, rug, and drapery
department. Peck's store was destroyed in the Palm Sunday tornado that struck Elgin in
March 1920. He intended to rebuild the store and carry on the business, but decided to
retire instead. The rebuilt store was leased to Joseph Spiess, an employee of Ackemann
Brothers. Martin Roefer continued on as the manager of the carpet department. Joseph
Spiess was only 35 when he opened his own department store, becoming "one of the
youngest businessmen in Elgin." FElgin Daily News, July 21, 1920, p.1. Joseph Spiess
Company held reign as the largest department store on S. Grove Avenue for over 60
years. Martin Roefer died at age 77, in 1928. His son Carl died tragically six years later in
Gulfport, Mississippi. He was found dead in his bed with his skull fractured in three
places, the victim of a lethal beating. Another son, Max, died in 1931 of a lingering illness
at age 42.

715 Brook Street stayed in possession of the Roefer family until 1936 when it was sold
to Carlton Hoth. Hoth kept the house for 42 years before selling it to new owners who
had possession for the next twenty years. Just six years intervened before the house was
sold to its present owners,

Architectural

715 Brook is of square shape with the front facade divided into three parts, each
having a different depth. A front facing gabled section is most prominent and presents a
balance from top to bottom with a single, small window in the roof peak, a pair of 2 over
1 windows at the second floor and a triple windowed bay with a small mansard style roof
at the first floor. The next section has a small, rectangular window up under the eave at
the second floor with a small vertical window and front door as the sole detail on the shed
roofed porch. The third section shows the side gabled second floor section projecting
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Robinson Samuel, retired, ves S1 Milwaukee.
Robinson Wm, teamster. bds + Ann.
Roche Chag, lab, tes 153 \Iosu}(-.v,
Roche John M, ciik, bds 362 Ann.
Roche
llom.
Roche Mary Miss, dressnu aker, hds South € ltrm
Rosie Miss, hds 63 Division.

hoche
Rochford Maggie Miss Jdomestie, 1765 State.
Roddiz Bdward, res 278 Walnut ave.

Roddis Richard, wks w ch fue, res 278 Walnut ave.
;{Ulil‘lﬂ'li 'IJJ.{YI'-' \'ll""“, \\‘l\"‘ lﬂ"“l lil“‘l Illlll\ \ U. H(l“ =
I\U’i;_;t s L u| ailin artist, bds S b S el

Rodgers Cora Miss, whs weh fae, bhds 92 Fulton,
Rodocker A D, wks web fae, ves i Ifulton.

f Roeter Martin, eIk, res g hummj

- Rogers Ahert., teamster, res 33 Mill.
i, whs Bigin Co-Op i

itogers Ch
15 10, ves 165 Douglas ave.

LF
[T

)

Rogers Prank. whks weh fae, ves 18340 Morgan.

1{{1:_:’{_\1'5 b' \' whks Am 'l“.«XIl“J ("o, Inls LGS “nl!” 1= ave.
Rogers Geo, wks weh fre, hds 96 Stelia.

Rogers James J,wlke weh fae, hds Natl house.

Vi cimiin JTasssoams Y Mawilidae o RILIALL P
(R N PPALIRINGY B, PR L TS o L THivaaiee.

Rowers James 10 Mus, milliner. res 81 Chieago,

Rowers John, whks weh fae, ves 177 Morgan.
Rogers Lizzie Miss, w ks \nh fae, bds 177 Morgain

v:ngm.» Mavy A Miss, huds T Morgan,
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