
ELGIN HERITAGE COMMISSION 
BUILDING PLAQUE APPLICATION 
 
Applicant Information 
Name: O’Connor-Leetz Funeral Home 
Street address: 364 Division   
City, State, Zip: Elgin IL 60120   
 
Nominated Property Information 
Name of District: 
Architectural significance rating: 
Name of Property: 
Address of Property: 
Current owner: Donna and Tom Leetz 
Owner’s address: 364 Division Elgin IL 60120 
 
Original owner: Alfred B. Church 
Date of construction: 1886 
Architect (if known): 
Builder (if known): Andrew Magnus 
Legal description: Gail Borden Subdivision Lots 7, 8, 9, 10, and 11  
 
 
Required Documentation: 
Check if attached: 
 
__x__ Current photos 
 
__x__ Statement of Value 
 
__x__ Building Alterations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signature of owner __________________________________ 
 
Date _____________________ 



Statement of Value (written by Mary Hill in 2004) 
 
 

 



 



 



 

 



 
 

 

Additional historical notes: 

 
In 1984, the property was purchased by William and Mary Homeier, who continued to 
operate it as a funeral parlor, and lived there until 1999. Next, it was acquired by a 
subsidiary of Service Corporation International, which continued to operate the 
business. The upper floors remained vacant until Donna and Tom Leetz bought it in 
2003. The Leetzes had been living in Chicago, where Donna worked for Kraft Foods and 
Tom practiced law. Tom had always wanted to own a funeral business, so when the 
property at 364 Division became available, they seized the opportunity and moved to 
Elgin. The years of vacancy took their toll on the building, so Donna and Tom devoted 
themselves to repairing plumbing and electrical problems and doing interior and 
exterior restoration.  
 
 
Additional architectural notes 
 

The house was on the Gifford Park Association House Tour in 1986, 1987 and 2009. 
Permits on file with the City of Elgin include 
 
Deeds on file with the Kane County Recorder of Deeds include: 
Book 23 page 311, January 4, 1850: transfer from Morris Town to M. Morrison for $200 
Book 160 page 398, July 15, 1876 (appended): Henry Sherman sells to Clarissa Church 
for for $2800. 
Book 241 page 128, September 3, 1886 (appended): A. B. Church buys lots 10 and 11 
from Emmaline Borden for $4000. 
Book 427 page 507, February 27, 1903: Russell Weld sells part of Lot 9 to A. B. Church 
for $1075 



Book 430 page 232, July 1, 1903: A. B. Church sells to Thomas C. Loucks for $28,000 
Book 958 page 355, December 14, 1931: Sheriff’s levy against E. P. Johnson 
Book 959 page 361, June 6, 1932: Sheriff’s certificate of sale to Henry Muntz for 
$5828.55 
 
Permits on file with the City of Elgin include: 
1938: Electric installation 
1939: zoning changed to B Residential 
1939: Residential card: 3 stories, one accessory structure, funeral home 
1940: electrical installation of 15 outlets 
1957: repair roof 
1959: street work and sidewalk replacement by City of Elgin 
1960: gas work. Abandon old and replace with new construction 
1961: sewer work 
1961: rezone from C apartment to D commercial district 
1961 (appended) building permit for a 31x60’ room addition 
1962: electrical permit 
1965 finish room in basement 
1975: re-roof garage 
 
Throughout the years, the building and its occupants have been the subject of a number 
of newspaper articles: 
Appended are: 
12/24/1886 Daily Courier building report Church house and business block 
4/23/1934 Courier News E. P. Johnson obituary 
6/26/1937 Elgin Daily Courier News Muntz acquires Johnson property in a master sale 
7/13/1942 Edith Johnson obituary 
 
Not appended are: 
2/1/1890 EES Obituary Emmaline Borden 
3/5/1898 EES obituary Clarissa B. Church 
12/19/1911 Elgin Daily Courier A. B. Church obituary 
12/20/1911 Elgin Daily Courier A. B. Church funeral description 
5/20/1935 Courier News obituary T. C. Loucks 
4/11/1938 Elgin Daily Courier News O’Connor buys old Church home 
 
 
Building Alterations 
In 1961, the original front and side porches were removed, and a single-story addition 
was built on the east elevation. 
In 2005 much exterior restoration and renovation was done; the porch on the southwest 
corner of the house was rebuilt to match an earlier porch shown in a 1914 photo. Note: it 
does not match the earliest porch seen in an 1891 photo. Columns on the west-facing 
porch were repaired or replaced, and all wooden elements were painted. 
 
 
  



Addenda 
Current photos 
Historic photos 1891, 1914, 1948 
Deeds: 
 Book 160 page 398, July 15, 1876 (appended): Henry Sherman sells to Clarissa 
Church for $2800. 
 Book 241 page 128, September 3, 1886 (appended): A. B. Church buys lots 10 and 
11 from Emmaline Borden for $4000. 
Survey 2014:  National Register downtown district  
Architectural survey 2008 
Building Report 1886 
City directory page 1887-88 
Map 1880 Kane County 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 1891 and c.1950 
Map 1895 
1961 building permit for a 31x60’ room addition 
Biographical information 
 1927 E. P. Johnson biography in “Elgin Past and Present” 

 1934 E. P. Johnson obituary 

 1937 article “Henry Muntz gets Johnson home 

 1942 Edith Johnson obituary 

1987 House Tour booklet excerpt 

2009 House Tour booklet excerpt 

 

 



Current Photos 

 
South and west elevations 

 

 
Porte cochere 

 

 



 
Dormer 

 

 

 

 
Bay window 

 



 
Porch and window details 

 

 



 
1891 and 1914 photos – note altered porch in 1914 



 
 



 
Deed 7/15/1876 Henry Sherman sells to Clarissa Church for $2800 



 
Deed 9/3/1886 Emmaline Borden sells lots 10 and 11 to A.B. Church for $4000 



 



 
Architectural survey 2008 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Building Report December 24, 1886 

 



 
First City Directory listing 1887-88 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
1880 Kane County Map excerpt showing previous dwelling 

 

 

 

 

 



 
1891 Sanborn Fire Insurance map excerpt 

 

 
c.1950 Sanborn map showing addition 

 

 

 

 



 
1895 Map of Elgin 

 



 
1961 permit for room addition 



 
 



 
 

 



 
Obituary E. P. Johnson April 23, 1934 

 



 
June 26, 1937 

 



 
July 13, 1942 Edith Johnson obituary 

 

 



 
1987 House Tour  

 



 



 
2009 House Tour 

 

 


